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A. he WII Ms che Tet ſüir prĩzed, if he re- t 
feste that in Scotland; moſt of the | me 
- Mechabics have a/fnattering of that wo 
3 | Kingage, which e. eyerly in mi 
te country pariſh ſchools. „mes 
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HAVE preſumed to-advdiveſs you - 4 
upon a ſubject. which) appicars/tÞ 2 
me ot the phareſt impartaxicepantl . * 
worthy of the , conſideration of the: "i 
miniſters and elders: of the chuibelĩi 
Scotland: thank God; I harr erbaſdu 
ro hope, from your wikdomplgaoning: 7 
and piety, that I ſhalt Beravj,a94 e! 
with a fair and. patient hearing a%E * 4 
my ſphere of life be Jaw, aud myiſpn⸗ Bs 
timents ſet off; with no other! advans” - 2 
tages, than ſincerity and ỹꝭů De Þ 
far ag I can diſtinguiſh it ; for G „ 
and my pwns heart, rab winded; 
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* . Could 1 have found 9 
better method of communicating m 
4 x thoughts, than by a letter, Fwoul 
. ngly have choſen, it; or had 1 
4 25 ever to have he a more fa- 
vourable ſeaſon than the preſent, I 
would patiently have waited for. ite. 
But now we are bleſſed with a learned 
body of clergy, with a prince, well 
diſpoſed to promote true piety among 
his people, and we hate the happi- 
neſs to live in an age, in which the 
prejudices of parties are moſtly worn 
| off, the rage of diſpute abated; and 
men diſpoſed to hear truth, and obey m: 
reaſon; ſuch peaceful happy days are 


Y deſigned by heaven, and ought to be 
employed by men, to repair in reli- 
gion, what has been pulled down by 
mad paſſions, in turbulent times; to 
g reſtore to its firſt beauty, whatever 


has beon defaced by party prejudices 
in the days of contention, and to re- 
coyer the purity of our faith; and de- 

,  cency of qur worſhip; from the ruſt 
and low ſuperſtition which they oon 
Bf a in the n ages; and 

3 *; tinctures 
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tinctüfeh Penchafigin they ds 7 q 
in the Moc! And tumult of the vefor- 
here was tio Erfareh chat 


matiofi. 
met Wich ger oppo {ition, or Was 


more violently” agitated "thin ours, ; 


and tho?, thank G89, it ſtood bur the 
ſtorm, yet it ſufferecPFery feverely: 


and when the fury Was in ſome 1 


gree abated, and men had Hine te 


look about them. out church appear- 5 
ed little better than a' ruin; her ſa- 


cred buildings levelled. with the 


ground, or bare ſhattered walls, the 
ſtanding” "monuments of religious: 
os ; her treaſuries robbed by 
factifegious hands; her regiſters de- 
ſtroydd, or carried off, her funds ap- 


plied to profane uſes, and hier clergy 


left to ſtar ve: would to God ſhe had 9 
ſuffered only i in theſe leſs eſſential 2 
r * 85 
But along with theſe, ſhe bei 7 
ed 'a fingular and whimſical taſte, 

her principles of faith grew dark and” 

myſterious, and her method of wor- 

ſhip” defective and 'unreaſonable : & 
e of theſe ruins ſhe never can re- 
3 * 3 * Pair A 


* RP 4 
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Pair: 4. 155 che indeed, 10 9 
iu a great meaſure patched ug and. 
_ ome of them, remains to be repaired 
by the preſent, 1 rulers of our church, 
Y or by ſucceeding generations; of 
„ his. kind is our public worſhip ; in f ef 
5 Which there are ſeveral. things = yo 
demand your ſerious attention, and 
«al loudly for the N og and 
re- 
dame, wich due deference, to — N 
count a few of them; hoping that my 
par endeayours may 4 t leaſt obtain 
pardon, out of reſpect to the impor-. 
tance of the ſubject, and- the finceri-- 
ty. of my intention; and that ſome 
ahle head and Soo heart Will take 
3 go hint, and fully point « out. the flaws | 
in gur preſent way of worſhip. and 
direct us how to amend them. Some 
4 : unprejudiced and happy genius, may. 
- PERAPY appear, whoſe perſuaſive elo- 
; quenee, refined. expreſſion, and fon 
* * phe arguments, may command at- 
® * tengion, and gain aſſent, Injdpire of 
= the bigotry gf che ignorant, the vain, 
* e af thoſe that arg fond of 
| 9 Populaſiry, 
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popularity, and the whitnſſcal op. 
nions of enthuſiaſts. Till ſüch an 
one ſhall appear, Thope you will not 
take it amiſs, that I offer my remarks,” 
eſpecially as I beg leave ts "Miro - 
you, that this my. addreſs does not 
proceed from a fondneſs of noyeltys 
much leſs any intention to diſturb the 
peace of the church eſtabliſhed by 
law, or indeed from any other or auy 
worſe motive, than that her publie 
ſervice may be ſuch,” as ſcems belt: 
calculated for promoting the intereſts 
of religion and virtue; and moſt Tuls - 
table for reaſ ohable creatures to r 
and an infinitely wiſe God to accept. 

F t RST, I ſubmit to Four ſefious 
conſideration, whether a larger Por- 
tion of the ſcriptures Should not BE 
read every Lord's day in our pliblie- 
aſſemblie Ss 3. the 8 of the . 
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= ment ſhould be read at ;cyory meet- 
ing. F am at a loſs whether to * 
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try, of in the towns, aſſemble i in one 


are read, till the time allotted, for 


weight With ſome, than the exam ple ' 


antiquity) recommends, that ordina- 
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ry hr ; our Sayiour counts. 
' hanced and ſanctified this practice T 
with his preſence and example ; the 
apoſtle Paul perem ptorily commands 
Timothy, to give attendance to read- 
ing, as well. as to exhortation and 
doctrine; and the primitive church 
religiouſly obſerved this. command ; 

as Juſtin Martyr 4 bears witneſs. 
15 Upon the day that is called Sun- 
day, ſays he, all chat live ir in the coun- 


place, and the commentaries of the 
apoſtles, and writings of the prophets 


them be expired.” Nay more, our 
own directory for public worſhip, 
(which perhaps may have more 


of our 18 the command of bis | 
apoſtles, or the practice of the pureſt 


rily one chapter ont of each Teſta: 


kr) iv. 17. e * 25. Tes. 4 gear 
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al part of our ſervice, to the pride 
of the clergy,' or the perverſenelk of : 

the people; perhaps, it may be in 
ſome degree owing to both; the ler- 
gy, probably think, that it would not 
give them a ſufficient opportunity to 
diſplay; their own talents; and che 

people, that it does not ſo fully pleaſe 


their ears, always itching with the 
defire of ſomething new: to the firſt 
1 ſhall only obſerve, that though we 


have, as we always ought to have, a 


very great reſpect for the —— 
ons and diſeourſes of our ſpiritual 


guides; yet, at the ſame time, we 
cannot but wiſh to hear what the S- 


rit ſaiuh unto the churches," in his; own. » » 


words; we have'room-to',wiſh: for 


that the ſcriptures are | profitable for 


do@ring;. for reproof fon correction, far: in- 


ſtructium iu righteouſneſs; and that by 
them the man of Cod may he made per- 
Jah eng  furnified naue al % 


It is true, ybu indulge us 
ve and then with ten or a denen of Y 
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this, as we are told by the apoſtle. 
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verſts of pure ſcripture in our pub- 
lic aſſemblies, but, as we * have no 
regular plan of reading the ſeriptures, 
of conſequence we only hear detach- 
ed places, choſen at the pleaſure of 
| the preacher, and. applied to what 
purpoſe he thinks fit; this leaves our 
underſtandings too much! in the power 
of the clergy, and expoſes the ſimple 
and ignorant (who make the greateſt 
part of our congregations) to be ſe- 
dueed by the principles and whimſi- 
cal opinions of the preacher. It may 
at firſt fight appear, that the whole plan 
of our worſhip is as happily calcula- 
tech fer making a property of the lai- 
ty andl keeping their judgments and 
conſeienees in the power of the par- 
> ſon; as any part of the popiſſi ſyſtem; | 
for the miniſter needs not read any 
part of the ſcripture; unleſs he pleaſes; | 
| he may chuſe What place he thinks 
Z N Proper may begin where he inelines, 
and break off when he has à mind, 
he may mangle them in any manner 


„Our ditettory declarts, that it is requiſite that all the 
!  canenical-.boaoks be read gver;in order; but our parſons- 
progng in a very different 1 | Ls | 
For 2 Ny 8 : | 
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he. thinks4fit, | and make them ſay 9 
whatever he would have them to far. 
But allow me to teil you, that as 
the reading of the feriptuses in pub. 
lic affemblics itz of divine appoim-—- 
ment, no power pon carth can di- 
penſe with the obligation, as they ©; 
contain the artieles of our faith, and 
the rules by which we are eG | 
our lives, nothing can '4upply; anal 
therefore nothing owght to uſurp 3 
their place: and as all the reformetl 
„ churches are agreed, that che ferip- 
tures are plain, in things neceſſary to 
ſalvation, we ought to Hear-them as 
. "WW they are, without your gloſſes aud 
comments; nay, what can:;be:more- | 
effectual for our ſalvation, or fo pro- 
per for inſtructiun, ſeeing they ear 
witneſs for themſelves, that the word © 
God is ſharper thun à tw cdgei ſword, 
piercing even io the dividing aſunder a- 
the foul and ſpirit; and it a difecrier nn 
the thughil and intents ꝙ the hurt m 
| That it converts the ſoul 'and'ithakes the | _ 
finite wiſe Tur: Is there any thing that 
„rn n Ane 
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| ſeriptures, from which, ſuch great 
and happy effects may be expected? | 
But if this ſhameful negligence be 

owing to the perverſe humour of the 

people, who perhaps may think, that 
the reading of the ſcriptures is a dry 
ijnſipid part of the ſervice, you will 


not, I hope, take it ill, if I ſay, that 
amuſements are more their errand 


to church, than inſtruction, that 


they are more deſirous of new 


words than ſound doctrine, and that 
in fact their hearts are carnal, and 


. eſtranged from the things of the Spi- 


rit ; for the apoſtle informs us, that 
the natural man receiveth not the 


thing gs of theSpirit, for they are fooliſn- 
neſs to him. Pardon me if I think, 
that your compliance with this hu- 


mour is like Aaron's to the folly of 
the Iſraelites ; as he ſet up a calf 


made with his own hands, to be the | 
object of the people's worthip, inſtead 
of the living God; ſo you ſet up your 
: own compoſitions, to direct the faith 

und regulate the manners of the peo- 


15 "21 | . | ple, 


own appointment, ever was, and ever 
will be diſliked by the bulk af — 
people, the Jews would willingly 


have embraced any religion, but that 


which was given them from heaven; 


they would have ſacrificed in any 


place, but in that pointed out by 
their Maker; and thought no rites 
burdenſome, but thoſe that God was 
pleaſed to appoint: but with reſpect 
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ple, in the place of the ſeriptures of 
truth, dictated by the holy Spirit. 
The ſervigeof God, in the way of his 


5 


7 


to thoſe, the prophet upbraids them, 


with ſaying as our people ſay. Be- 


hold, what a wearineſs is it. It is the 


buſineſs and duty of miniſters, to 5 


check and reſiſt this humour of the 


people, and not encourage it by "I 
mean compliance with a vitiated 


taſte, and a baſe betraying of the 


truſt repoſed in them; but alas, the 


1x74 


\. « 


taſte of the people in this, coincides © 


with the inclinations of the - paſtor, "0 


and flatters his pride and/yanity tos 


much. to be reſtrained ; however, 


0 Malachi v 13. 
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hall humility, I Lai to erat 
that you would be pleaſed to conſi- 


der, how you can anſwer to God, 


to your own conſciences, and to us 
your hearers, for ſuch a dens 
and wilful neglect. 


As to praiſe, we ſeem to ſtudy, to 


God, as poſſible; becauſe we thought 


that the engagement of the heart was 
(as indeed it is) the cflence of this 
part of worſhip, we have whitnſically 


thrown. out every thing that helped 


to engage and elevate the heart: ma- 


ny of the words we uſe, are obſolete 
and dow, the verification is mean 
aid barbarous, and the muſic Harſh 
gut I performed; our harmony, o- 

therwiſe not very ſweet, is emirely 
loft, and the ſenſe broke off at every 
line; gur poſture oo is the moſt in- 
decent; negligent and improper for 
ſinging well, ahat we could have con- 
trived : it is true the poſtare is of no 


W fanber a 1 . 
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give this part of our worſhip, as much | 
the air of ruſticity, and contempt. of 


TN. 
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our reverence to the God whom we 
worſhip ; yet it is as neceſſary that it 
ſhould.be decent, as that our words 
ſhould be proper, for both are on 
ſigns of inward ſenfations ; ſhould - 
we find a fellow erying very bitter- 
ly, and dancing very briſkly ; theſe” 
are ſigns of ſo of Nadz ſenſations, 
that we would be apt to imagine, 
chat he was diſtracted; and what 
0 ſhall we conclude, When we hear a con- 
* gregation addreſſing God in ſome. ar- 


ſee them ſitting on their breech, or lok: 
ling with the moſt negligent air and 
poſture upon their ſeats? The ſigns 
N point to very different ſenſatis 
ons! Quintillian ſeems to think, that 


as well as in the expreſſion, and if 
ſuch a thing can be, we ſeem guilty 
” Þ of a very great one, in uſing the moſh 
indifferent negligent poſture,” When 
ve are employed in the g een. 
0 fing and ſerious affair; 1 mean, Ser, 
in 1g 5 Profs to > the . Geck. 
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dent hymn, or earneſt petition, and 


there may be a ſoleciſm in geſture, 
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1; cannot help thinking, that * to 
ih rational people of our communi- | pe 


on, muſt be ſhocked with the inde- || to 


„ 


cencies and follies chat attend the, F pr 
adminiſtration of our Lord's ſupper; I in 
known among the common people, I ki 
by the name of an vccaſion, We ac- || fc 
cuſe the Roman church of ſuperſtiti- ſh. 
on, and that very juſtly, but in this of 


. inſtance the may fairly retort, and c 


tell us, that we blame in others what | <a 
we approve of, or at leaſt allow in | pu 
ourſelves; for if our people did not to 


imagine, that there was ſome ſuperi- Ju 


or virtue, in ſermons preached upon f| wh 
theſe occaſions, ſome ſanctity in the ſte 
place, or ſome merit in their atten- | do 
dance, it is unlikely, that ſuch num». Þ| £ 
bers, who have no intention to com- 
municate, ſhould crowd from all 
quarters, leave their pariſh churches 
almoſt empty, and ſlight as good ſer- 
mons, which they might hear, with- 
out the fatigue of travelling, or the 
inconveniencies that attend a crowd. 
_ Sup erſtition«in all countries has tho 
fame n tho! it may vo directed 


de 


of our 
confeſs) 5 55 the ſame uſe of our oc-: 
caſions, that the papiſts do of their 


Mrüfzests * 
to differentobjects in popiſhcountries.. 
people crowd. from "to core: i 
to viſit the ſhrines © the ſaints, and. 
Pray y before the moſt famous images; 
in Scotland, they run from kirk to 
kirk, as it were after the hoſt, ad 


flock to ſee a ſacrament, as thoſe to, 4 


ſhare, in a proceſſion, and too many 
ople (with ſhame we mu 


pilg riglages and . that is, 
to indulge themſelves in drunkenneſs, 
luſt and idleneſs; moſt of the ſervants, 


when they agree to ſerve their ma- 

ſters, in.the-weſtern parts of the king» - 
dom, make 2 ſpecial proviſion, that 
£ they. ſhall have liberty to go to a gerr 
tain number of fairs, or to an equal $4 


number of ſacraments ; and as they: - 
conſider a 4 or an oceaſe en (as 
they call the adminiſtration of the 
Lord's ſupper in a neighbouring g pa- 
riſh) in che ſame light, in which they 


do à fair, ſo they behave at it, . 


in the ſame manner, 1'defy Jraly, in 
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regrete in a religious, humane, and 
underſtanding heart, or to afford an 
ampler field for ridicule, to the care- 
leſs and profane, than what they call 
a field preaching upon, one of thoſe 


fome with their faces towards heaven, 


275 - wards; or covered with their bonnets; 


: A 1908 


n TT h he 


a2 11925 better fitted to raiſe pity and 


occaſigns : at the time of the admini- 
ſtrationof che Lord's ſupper (ye know) or 
that upon the Thurſday, Saturday 


and Monday, we haye preaching in Kh 

the fields near the church, which it Ari. 

ſeems we muſt not uſe upon that oc- 2 

on 

caſion; I have often: thought that the oth 
frequency of the ſight makes ir fami- b 

liar, and conſequently leſs ſhocking 1157 


to you; or that being in the inner 
cirele, you ſeldom have accelz to ſee 
the jndecency and abſurdity of the 
whole ſcene, otherwiſe you would 
not encourage it. Allow nie then 
to deſcribe it, as it really is: at firſt 
you find a great.number of men and 
women lying together upon the graſs; 

here they are fleeping and ſnoring, 


_ others. with their faces turned down- 


there 


LEY - 
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there you find a knot of young. fel- 


nd lows, and' gir Is making aflignations | | 
nd to go home together in the cv ning, 
an Yor to meet in ſome ale- houſe ; in ano- 
ny ther place, you Tee a pious circle ſits. 
call ting round an. ale barrel, many of 
ole which ſtand ready upon carts, for the | 
154M refreſhment of che faints. © The heat 
W) of the ſummer ſeaſon, the fatigue of 
lay travelling, and the greatneſß of the” 
crowd, naturally dilpoſe them to 
4 drink; which inclines ſome of chem 
to ſleep, works up the enthuſiaſm of.. 
he others, and contributes not a little” 
nyo produce thoſe miraculous conyer- 
85 ſions that ſometimes happen at theſe 
er occaſions. : : in a word, in this ſacred aſ-. 
* ſembly, there is an odd mixture "of, 
* religion, ſleep, drnking, courtſhip, 
1d and a confuſſon of Fexcs, ages and 
«A characters. When you get 4 little 
: ſt nearer the ſpeaker, ſo as to be Within 
nd the, reach of. the ſbund, tho? not of 


the ſenſe of the Won dg, for that can 
only reach a ſmall circle, even When 
the preacher 1 18 favoured with a calm, 
and when there e to 1 any 
ö p wind: 
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wind Kirin, hardly ein ont TOY 
tence be heard diſtinctly at any con- 
fiderable © diſtance. in this ſecond 
circle, you will find ſome weeping, 
and others laughing, ſome prefling 
to get nearer the tent or tub, in 
which the Parſon is ſweating, bawl- 
"ing, jumping, and beating the deſk, 
Others fainting with the ſtiffling hear, 
or wreſtling to extricate themſelves 
trom the crowd one ſeems very de- 
vout and ſerious, and the next mo- 
ment is ſcolding and curſing his 
; neighbour for ſqueezing or treading 


on him; in an inſtant after, his coun- 


renance is canipoſed to the religious 
gloom, and he is groaning, dgbisg, 
and weeping for his ſins: in a word, 
there is ſuch an abſurd mixture of 
the ſerious and comic, that were we 


conveened for any other purpoſe, 


than that of worſhipping the God and 
5 governor of nature, the ſcene would 
exceed all power of farce. 

But when one conſiders what o- 
| Temn awe ſhould accompany the pro- 
nounciation of 1. name, and what 
8 decent 
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n-. decent gravity attend his worſhip, 
n= || and ſees fuch #n unbappy contraſt, 
1d if his heart be not entirely dae eee 
g. ed with the feelings of humanſty, the 
ng | ſigh will force its way;and the playing” 
in || tear ſtart into his eye; eſpecially it he 
I- knows. that many the clergy eneou- 4 
rage chisabſurdiry; that this isthe time -* 
ar, | whenthey vie with one another for po- 
pulari by tie try who c enn con vene the 4 
greateſt mob: that ſome of he elders 
are ſo fond of theſe religious farces, 
that they have threatened to abandon 
their churches, if the abſurd practite 5 
of preaching withotit doors mould be We 
diſcontinnied ; and that even thoſe of 2 
the elergy, lie hive ſenſe to r — 
its inconveniencies, and ingenuity 
to own that it is wrong, yet want 
courage to oppoſe the popular fren- 
2, and reſolution 80 perform, what 
in their own hearts they, cannot but 
condemn. Whether we confider this 
practice in a moral, political, or re- 
ſo-ligious light, we ſhall find it attend- 
o- ed with very bad conſequences: how 
much nfoft it . eben eſs, 
when 
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when ſuch crowds are 8 =] 
all quarters? what muſt the conſe- 
quence be, when a whole count 4 
ſide is thrown looſe, - and young rx, 
lows and girls are going together by 
night, in the gayeſt ſeaſon, of the 
year, when every thing naturally in- 
ſpires warm deſires, and ſilence, ſe- 
crecy and darkneſs encourage. them ? 
When I was a young iellow at my 
apprenticeſhip, I was a great frequen-' 


ter of. theſe cccaſiont, and know them | 


ſo. well, that whatever others may 
think, 1 would. not chuſe a wife that 
had often frequented them, nor truſt 
a daughter too much among thoſe 
rambling ſaints; old maids may. per- 
haps be allowed to reyen ge  theinſelves 
of the world, by growing religious 
at the eaſy rate of running from ſa> 
erament to ſacrament, and they who 
are in pain to be provided wich huſ- 
bands; may poſſibly. find their account 
in frequenting thoſe ſacred aſſemblies, 
but I would adviſe, others to, go but 


ſtance, than, they « can return before 
19 7 ſun-let ; 


too much, they contract an idle diſ- 


poſition of mind, and by ſtaying too 
late, they get into a bad habir of body < 
----Nor are the conſequences of this 
practice; conſidered in a political 
light, more favourable than in a mo- 
ral; our church diſclaims all holy- 


days, and I ſhould: offend at once 


againſt truth and the rules of our 


church, if I faid that I obſerved any 


ſuch; but I preſume, that the num- 


ber of our idle days will fall but very 
little ſhort of the number in the po- 
piſh kalander, and all the difference 


is, that their holy-days are fixt, and 


our idle days moveable; theirs are 


dedicated to ſome ſaint, and ours are 


devoted to ſome occaſion ; theirs foſter 
ſuperſtition and idleneſs, and ſo do 


ours; theirs are ſignalized now and | 4 
then by miraculous cures, by Which 


the patient's health is ſeldom better- 


ed, and ours by miraculous converſi- 
ons * by which the convert's moral 
are rarely mended; and to dothe pa- 
*® See two volumes publiſted OY Mr Gillies. Y | 
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| q | a ;uice, they deal more fails in 
their miracles than we, for a man can 
pee if a crooked limb be made ſtraight, 
becauſe it is the object of the ſenſes, 
but a miracle wrought inſtantaneouſly 
in the mind, muſt be taken upon the 
Word of the patient or the arſon; 
but the truth is, their holy-days and 
4 our idle days, whatever miracles they 
may produce, do hurt to true religi- 
on; the people loſe many labguring 
days by them. and the country is de- 
prived 'of the fruit of their ĩuduſtry. 
1 have ſeen above three thouſand 
people at one of cheſe oecaſions: but 
ſuppeſing, that one with another 
there are only fifteep hundged, and 
that each of them, one with another, 
„might earn ſixpence a-day, every ſa- 
corament, by its three idle days, will 
ce eoſt che country much about 1121, 
100, Sterling, not including the days 
chat they who live at a great diſtance 
_- muſt loſe in coming and going, nor 
the loſſes the farmer muſt ſuſtain, 
hen weca/ions happen in the hay, har - 
. AI the man of ch, 
| | gneß, 
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lie when they chance to fall upon, | 
market days, or the tradeſman, he, 
any particular piece of work is on 
hand, chat requires diſpatch ; now. 
ſuppoſing; the ſacrament ſhould be 
adminiſtered only twice aryear, in 
all our churches, which if it be not, 
it ought to be; theſe occaſions, as; 
they are managed at preſent, will 
coſt Scotland at leaſt 235,00 0. Ster 
ling. an immenſe ſum for ſexmons 
the greateſt part of which might be. 
ſaved; much diſorder and irregulari- 
ty prevented, would the aſſembly be 
graciouſly pleaſed to appoint ſume 
particular Sundays in the four ſea 
ſons:*,- for the adminiſtration of this 
ſacrament, over all the kingdom. 
We were: too fond of novelties, and 
perhaps too proud of our on judg- 1 
ments, when we altered eſtahliſned 
practices, founded on reaſon; and 
approved by long experience; and: 
we could hardly have pitched upon 3 
a more unnatural method than thi: 
en the meth for ſteal feen hit the tim, 4 


; of the reformation. e 4591 3B 
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But beſittes- A be Nen noils 
that we make about theſe otccaſions, 
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will; for, if the deſign of this ſutra- 
ment, next to ſetting forth the death 
of our Lord, be to remain as a pledge 
of love and charity among Chriſtians, 
it does not with us ſeem at all to an- 
ſwer the deſign, as our con gregations, 


Ile diſeontented ehildren;take a pri- 


- vate hour, as it were, and eat their 
bread by themſelves in a corner, 
whereas, all the reſt of the chriſtian 


8 world do, chriſtian-like, communi- 


cate together three times in the year; 
and, as they ſhew forth the ſame me- 
ritorious death, they ſhew it forth at 
the ſame ſcaſon, and, like brethren, 
M down at once to thee: AR: love 


leads bur people to lay top great a 
ſires upon them, and to imagine 


there is ſomething meritorious ; ; ay, 
that the life 6f religion lies in hears 
"Ing a great number of ſacramental 


pong: they ſerve nearly the ſame 


| en in our "ITY that confeſſion J 


pretent conſider it in what nent you 


th 


and age do among the papiſts: 
our people put on à yery demure 
look ſome days hefore the ſacrament, 
the gloom gradually gathers upon 
their fages as it approaches. and they © 
look: like.criminals going 
on hen the day is come; juſt 1o. it 
may be ſeen in popiſh countries, in 
the ſceaſonsſet- apart for confeſſion and 
penance; but in both countries, che 


; | were made up wich the Deity, and 
all former accounts cleared, the. pa- 
t piſt ſoon puts off his penitential coup- 
tenance, and the preſbyterian lays by 
os | by ſacramental face, and they and 


that We were before. 
And, as theſe occaſi on ok. our 
| rere — too great a ſtreſs up the 


the great end of all religion, I mean 
to better the heart, and reform che 
conduct; fo they raiſe contention, 
heart-burpings, enyy and. 


*1 


to executi- 


profeſſed repentance proves only a 
- Haſh, of devotion, and as matters 


we, in a little time, are the fame men. | 


outward, means, while they neglect - 
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r popularity, vie with one another 
. who ſhall convene the greateſt erowd, 
and work up the mob to the higheſt 
pitch of enthuſiaſm; and they often 
ſucceed ſo well, that they bring the 
weak and ignorant to the very brink 
of downright madneſs; I have ſeen 
ſeenes of this nature, that had much 
more of the fury of the bachanalia, 
than the calm, ſerious, ſincere devo- 
tion of a chriſtian ſacrament. It is 
here that the miniſters diſplay that 
falſe eloquence which catches the 
erowd, and conſiſts in a ſtrong voice, 
* melancholy. tone, and thundering 
out at random, damnation, death, 
ànd hell, fire and flames, devils, Gal 
neſs and gnaſhing of teeth; any one 
who has good lungs, aud un borrow 
the beggar's cant, and the merry An- 
Actrew's action, may become very po- 
pular, and make a great figure at an 
oceaſion ; for the contention there is 
not, who ſhall reaſon moſt juſtly, de- 
Aver moſt graciouſly, or direct their 
- -* diſcourſe in the beſt manner for-bet- 
1 rering heart, and reforming the 
1 nen 
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männers of / he audienceg but Who 
ſhall appear moſt frantic, cry:laudeſt, - 
ſpeak. with the deepeſt, ſtrangeſt, — 
molt hollow tone; and be maſt wraps 

up in myſtery and ſcholaſtic terms. A 
I have known theſe - «qualifications 9 
make nonſenſe triumph over ſeuſt:; 
ignorance be preſerred to lear ding; 
and incoherent, unintelligible, DAY, 
contradictory rhapſodies, be receiv- 
ed with: admiration: by the gazing 
crowd ; while plain, learned and * 
ous ſermons; delivered With a becom 
ing modeſty and gravity; have been 
preached, almoſt to the empty pews. 
Quintillian, aligning the reaſons why 


the ignorant orators were heard with 
more applauſe by the mob, ee 
ingenious and learned paints ſo juſt- 8 10 
ly the methods by which our mini- F 
ſters contend for popularity at tlie 
occaſions, that the paſſage is worth 

tranſcribing, © Clamant ubique, er is 
levata (ur ipſi dicumt) mann  enugiunt; | + 
multo diſcurſu, anbelitu, jatatione, geu, 
motugute capitis furente m mire ad pulls. 
n areulum * eum * e . 
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h 2 \ our miniſters that I have had occaſi- 


—_- <daſesto be modeſt;;and to a appear 
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"md * make them ſtare fo long, and 


\ 8 almoſt ftark ſtaring mad: We are 


8 one day, and damned too without 


2 and do rertainly propogate, Hoadly's 
notions of the ſacrament of the ſup- 


aud deliver all. their diſcourſe in a ſort of extaſy. wa a 
ll hollow beilowing tone, à frantic action, deep ſighs, 
dus geſtuxres, violent: toſſiog of their arms, and inad- Ake 


= "things have upon the loony mob; a man of learn- 
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Ae! etieſſe; er videri mdlit--ar illi hanc 
vine appellant, que eſi porius viokntig b. 
The art of managing mankind (ays 
Mr Alldiſon, ſpeaking of quacks in 
phyſic) is only to make them ſtare a 
little, to keep up their aſtoniſhment, 
and to let nothing be familiar to 
them; this art is perfectly well un- 
derſtood by our parſons, for at theſc 
. they try who ſhall make 
people ſtare moſt ; and ſometimes 


ſo eagerly, that the poor people turn 


damned an hundred times over in 


any fort of diſcretion; for moſt of 


on to hear, ſeem to have embraced. 


> # Quintil. inſt. ey FA cap. 18. They always ery land. 


motions of their heads tis wonderful what effect theſe 
. Jag ſuits his ptonouncistion 5. to his ſubject; 


call this deli- 
Dom. wank diſcourle with force, it . rather withſery,« 


* 
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$s Mill, when their maſter ſays, an 
hey ſometimes ſay, that the commu- 
lion is little more than a mere cere- 


on, what notions he is to embrace 


> have a right to expect that the 
parſon be conſiſtent with himſelf, ſo 


here at other times, he teaches us 
hat there is no danger. 


villed ; I ſubmit to your conſiderati- 
on, whether it would not be proper 


he ſcene of the field preaching, at 


arn- Nhe contraſt between the ſolemn acti- 
i Pn within doors, and the comical: | 


2. Peter li. 8. 
Lege 


* 


"Mr or ons al Morse, Ne. it . 
: and yet they go on a > 


nony. Poor lay-men, Town, ought” 
or to preſume to dictate to the par- 


and teach; but I humbly hope, that 
ar, at leaſt, as not to damn us, 


But as it is not likely, that theſe 
 Þpportunities of ſpeaking great aud 
welling words * will be given up, 
1 men are ſo preſumptuous and ſelf- 


eaſt upon the communion Sunday, 
it a conſiderable diſtance from che 5 
hurch ; this would draw off the mob, 


0 pitch upon the place, deſigned for | Y 


— 


* * 
-'V - 
44 


X == * 
* * * = 
* ] . 


"LETTER 15 2 


| ede N would be leſs ſtriking, 


the communicants would breathe x, 
freer air, they would be lef,diftrat« 


ed in their devotions, have eaſier ag- 
ceſs to come up to the table, or to re- 
turn to their ſeats, and the whole 
might be tranſacted with leſs buſtle 
and confuſion, and with more decen- 
cy and order. As it is managed at 


preſent, it is liker any thing, than 
the adminiſtration of the ſupper of 


our Lord; not a man amongſt us, 
would be content with a common 
meal ſerved up in ſuch confuſion; I 


am ſure that it is impoſſible. for me, 


and I believe it is very difficult for 
any one to carry up with him that 


ſedateneſs of ſoul, and calmneſs of 
thought, that 1 preſume to think are 
= neceſſary, when he. approaches the 
table of the Lord. How ſhould he? 

when he is forced to wreſtle thro? a 


crowd, to puſh and be puſhed, ſtun- 


ned with a general hubbub, the ſeats 
RM rattling, the galleries ſounding, the 


A & 


people ſinging, 'the communicants 


A © ro. with one another in the 


4 | | ene 
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crowded. pallages,. ſome ee o I 
thers” fainting,” and in all FORE: 
of the church hurch, hurry, confuſion anti 
noue:;: I never ſee dur tables filled: 
ps but it gives me an, idea. of he 
#raction at Babel, when the con-. 
Fs 45 of languages began to be feld; 
1 ſubmit it, Whether the - apoſtle's' | | 
oenlufe of the Corinthian: church be * 
not pertinent 2 * his oF * 70 eat 2 
the Lord's ſupper f. Gn 
us, . Perhaps, the communicants onde * "of 
A beleft a little more to their o.] mer 4 
: 1 ditations, at leaſt, Ffor.my.own, | 
Te could with, that while the ene, 
are handing about, there were ob. 
ſerved (if it be poſſible). a. ſolemn-/ 
” univerſal. ſtlence, that we — 
| have time for our private deyotions, 
the and an opportunity to alk. the ble: 
ſing of God upon his word - and or- 2 of 
ainanees; 3, ſpecially, - as it is Ng 
un- 0 dhe Wie in Scotland, they N 
ats which KIN ie Fares they. will pr leh 4 
hundred or and when theſe A o 2 
| far orders; there 1s e utwol_couliibn; 4 ens 
with ſpeRators, and the one 
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ech, or become a be 
with us, to do ſo, when we take our 
ſeats, or finiſh the ſervice. Theſe 
things I have mentioned; and I fub- 
mit my thoughts to the wiſdom and 
© candor of the rulers of our church. 
There ftill remains a very ſolemn and 
intereſting part of our worſhip, I 
mean, that of publicprayer, upon which 
I beg leave, with all ſubmiſſion, to 
. make ſome few remarks, earneſtly 
entreating that they may be conſi- 
dered with calmneſs and impartiali- 
ty, Py your reverences, and the o- 
ther members of our church; and 
that tho? my ſentiments ſhould not 
_ pleaſe, yet in charity you will be- 
Heve, that I wiſh-well to the Prote- 
ſtant cauſe, the intereſt of religion, 
and the. purity and peace of the 
church of Scotland. Theſe, I pre 
ſume to think, would be greatly pro- 
moted, by the compoſition and eſta- 
bliſhment of ſome devout liturgy, of 
form of prayer, for public worſhipz 
Ave patience; and hear me out! I 


A 
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Mint rns and Erbrus, Kc. 35. 
ate of chis nature; as you can 


der the incoaveniencę that attends 
our preſent way of Whip, as calms 
ly as I think I have done, you may 
perhaps ſee the neceſſity and advan- 
tages of a form of, prayer, as clearly 
as I do- Ks 

I beſeech you then: to reflect that 
our preſent extemporary way of wor- 
ſhip, is contrary to the practice and 
opinions of all mankind, in all ages, 


troduced amidſt the ferment and 
confuſion-of. the fiſteenth century: 

for before that time, whatever . 
the object of men's worſhip, whats 
ever the matter-of their ꝓray ers, or 
however widely they differed in the 
articles of their creed, yet they a® 
greed as unanimouſly in the uſe 
forms of prayer for their public Wor- 
ſhip, as t, ey did in the belief of 4 
God. Greeks and Romans, the Ma- 
gi and the Mahometans, Jews and 
n have all e in this 
E 2 ee 


be at preſent, and if you will conſi- 


and of all religions, until it was in- 
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forbidden, or become i be 
with us, to do ſo, when we take our 
ſeats, or finiſh the ſervice. Theſe 
things I have mentioned; and I fub- 
mit my thoughts to the wiſdom and 
© candor of the rulers of our church. 

There ſtill remains a very ſolemn and 
intereſting part of our worſpip, I 
mean, thatofpublicprayer, upon which 
I beg leave, with all ſubmiſſion, to 


entreating that they may be conſi- 
dered with calmneſs and impartiali- 
ty, 'Þy your reverences, and the o- 
ther members of our church; and 
that tho”. my ſentiments ſhould not 
_ pleaſe, yet in charity you will be- 
 Heve, that I wiſh well to the Prote- 
ſtant cauſe, the intereſt of religion; 
and the. purity and peace of the 
church of Scotland. Theſe, I pre 
fame to think, would be greatly pro- 
moted, by the compoſition and eſta- 
bliſhment of ſome devout liturgy, of 


1 form of prayer, for public worſhipz 
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be at preſent, and if you will conſi- 


our preſent way of whip, as calms 
ly as I think I have done, you may 


as I doo . 

1 beſeech you then to , reflect, chat : 
our preſent extemporary way of wor- 
ſhip, is contrary to the practice and 
opinions of all mankind, in all ages, 
and of all religions, until it was in- 
troduced amidſt the 'ferment and 
confuſion-· of the fifteenth century: 
ot for before that time, whatever was 
e- || the object of men's worſhip, whats / 
e= ever the matter of their prayers, or 
n, however widely they differed. in the 
1e articles of their creed, yet they 4“ 
& | greed as unanimouſly. in the uſe of 
0- || forms..of Prayer for their public wot 
a- ſhip, as they did in the belief of a 
r God. Greeks and Romans, the Ma- 
„5 gi and the Mahometans, Jews and 
1 e have all agreed in this 
E E 8 el e o 


a propoſal. of chis nature as you can 


der the incoaveniencę that attendss 


perhaps ſee the neceſlity and advan-„ 
tages of a form of, prayer, as clearly "2 


| 1 . Newt rnd,” urge ig u- 
niverſal conſen 5 of man- 
$ 7 iſts, as a 
of the exiſtence of a Deity ; if this 
Argument be conclufive, When appli- 

ed to the firſt and. greateſt article of 
8 5 Imean the exiſtence of God, Hof 
fur it will be ſo too, with reſpect 1 


- tO: 


the beſt and fitteſt way of worſhip- 
| ; A ping him. Bur what is till more, 
Bod himſelf preſcribed. this way of 
wWorſhip to the Jews, as in the caſes 
of murder, when the perſon who 
= it was unknown; of fuſs 
2 of adultery; and when the 
- firſt fruits were preſented ;* his Son 

our Saviour honoured this way of 
- worſhip with his preſence, (for the 
- - - wotthip of the ſynagogues Was by a 
Term of prayer) he ſanctified it by 

Tus practice; for, in his agony in the 
Verden, he roſe up, awakened and 
;  Febuked the diſciples, returned to 
the ſame place, repeated the fame 
by 3 three times over, and, | before 

* 80 8 89 * een, he offered 


p ayer is not, only A pattern, a. 2 
i- prayer, but atſelf a moſſ com 
» of ve. pra fo. thar 5kith6:commanif © 4 
od, Jof God himfelf, che exdmple, Pra 5 |; 
ind command of bis Son, He fue, 
ent to point out in' What way he. 
would be: worſlipped, 2 form - 4 "2 | 
prayer is pointed ou for that won” 3 
poſe, whereas: it cannet be 1 
that ever God commanded-extempds. 

rary public prayer; that ever hig wel, 
attended public worſhip peru] ek 

in that Way; that ever he 5 * a 
it; or ever commanſled ith; may am 
certain, that there is not ane Sen, 9 1 
— 8 public prther ix 
the bibleß at leaſt; I am r 5 2 
wh not an inſtance that will correſponi 2 
with our firuation; or authorize. n i DES 
the uſe of it, When „ 4 


great inconveniencies n VE 
_ og hangs and-yery: juſtliy to 
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ing, and claim a ſuperiority over the mot 
| hity, inconſiſtent with the natural I ſpea 
rights of mankind, and the relation In 
ol brethren formed by the Covenant run 
of grace pardon me, gentlemen, if Iwitl 
Ia, that you claim a very extraor- Jof t 
-* dinary, ſuperiority over the laity, in and 
che caſe before us; every one of you || cert 
dilaims an excluſige privilege of ma- | peti 
nufacturing our public pray ers, and I hor, 
Z aſſumes a right of making us lay to cher 
' the Deity. whatever he thinks fit: in I grol 
8 moſt momentuous affair, i in which Idref 
ve can be concerned upon earth; I juds 
we muſt depend entirely upon the drei 
""Miſeretion „ honeſty and ability of e- we 
1 very private parſon, and take the alte 
words and mattęr of our addreſſes beg 
5 to our God and Maker, ſuch as he is the 
3 to give, without ever ſeeing, I gres 

| — examining, or judging! for elves; | pray 
0 this is really treating us as if we were ff ther 
children or fools; we allo that yon | in tl 
have a right to offer our prayers, and I will 

as it. is not fit that we ſhould all our 

bn... _ the miniſter may be called the I con; 
* en of che Comgrogation:; but the || befo 
* mouth 


mouth of the congregation ſhould 


Jruns before the mind, and ſpeaks 
Af without giving us any opportunity _ 
of thinking what we ought to ſpeak, 
and often ſays things, that we ſhould 
certainly reject, and ſometimes offer 


hor, had we time calmly to examine 
them; our mouth lead us into the 


h J dreſſes to the Deity firſt, and next 
»; judging whether they be proper ad- 
e || drefles after they are offered; when 
we cannot mend what is wrong, or 
alter what is improper; we abſurdly 
begin where we ſhould end; for, in 


gregation ſhould firſt be ſatisfied what 
prayers are proper to be offered, and 
then the miniſter ſhould offer them 
in their name z juſt as.a prudent man 
will think before he ſpeaks; but in 
our admirable plan of worſhip, the 
congregation: ſpeaks by its mouth, 
before it has conſidered what it is to 

ſay; 
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fpeak the mind of the congregation. 
In our congregations, the mouth. 


petitions that we ſhould abſolutely ab- 


groſs blunder of preſenting our ad- 


- 


the natural order of things, the con- 


* 
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ay 0 that i is, the parſon offers up the 
petition, andthe people may judge 
of its cler after it is offered, if 
mer, ese 
The abſurdity here is ſo glaring, 
that it is aſtoniſhing, that it eſcapes 
the obſervation of the laity; and it 
would not eſcape them in any other 
inttance. Should the ableſt member 
of the houſe of commons propoſe to 
offer an addreſs to his majeſty, in 
the name of the houſe, without com- 
municating it to the members, the 
impropriety would be immediately 
Ferceived. When the eſtates or coun- 
ties defign to addreſs their ſovereign, 
offer vour ſervice, and tell them, 
Pray, gentlemen, give yourſelves 
no trouble about the matter; we and 
our brethren will each of us addreſs 
the king in our own way; truſt the 
hole aal to us; every individual 


of the cloth is more than ſufficient 


for the undertaking; it is your buſi- 
neſs to approve of, whatever we are 
pleaſed to ſay for you; or, at leaſt, 


"2s may conſider how you like the 
= addreſs, 


tos 
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addreſs, after it has been 1 | 
Take this advice, and try it the. ales 
„ IF will be as complaiſant, with reſpect. ' 
to the honour. of their prince, and. 
the concerns of their bodies, as they 
are with reſpec&t..te. the honour of 
their God, and the intereſts. of their 


nation were not againſt the opinion). | 
that the laity* are as much. intereſted 
in an addreſs to the Deity, as in one 
to the king, and that they Would be, 


the laſt, to the diſcretion,, ability, or 


ſtarched band. But the groſſeſt abs, 
ſurdity will be ſwallowed down when 
it is in faſhion; and, I think, there 
can hardly be a groſſer one, than 
that a gentleman ſhould mount the 
pulpit, of whoſe principles or diſere- 
tion we have no knowledge at all, 
and that this man ſhould have a right 


x egation. If we will belieye the 
Sava * of author 


DES 


ſouls ; yet one would be tempted to 
think, (if the common conſent of this 


at leaſt, as Ioath to truſt the firſt as 


honeſty of every man, who chance. | 
to put on a black coat, or wear a. 5 


to dictate the prayers of a whole on- 


me Fn, 
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ſeems to ſpeak from experience, there 
are among you many, whoſe princi- 
ples are very dangerous, and very 
Inconſiſtent with the religion of Je- 
ſus, yet theſe men not only lead, but 
even compoſe the devotions of the 
people, and make us poor lay-men, 
addreſs our Maker upon any NR 
ple that they pleaſe. 

I have come from my houſe a found 
orthodox Chriſtian, and have hardly 
taken my ſeat in the church, when [I 
have found myſelf prayin g; or, at 
leaſt, one was praying in my name, 
as a rank Socinian. I have been 


made an Arian as to my prayers ve- 


ry often; and, in ſhort, there has 
Hhhardly any whimſical opinion been 
broached among the clergy for theſe 


forty years, that Thave not ſometime 
or other found mixed with my pub- 
lic prayers ; though, for my part, 1 


am a plain old faſhioned man, and 


content myſelf with the apoſtle's 


creed. Sometimes, indeed, for my 
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heart, 


heart, I could not have told upon 
ere what particular principles my pray- 
ci- ers were offered, they were fo excel- 
ry Nlentiy well contrived; and ſo free from all 
Je- Snarrow notions, that they would have 
ut ſerved a Jewiſh fynagogue, a Maho- 
he metan moſque, or a congregation of 
n, IPerſian magi, as well, or better then 
ei- Ja Chriſtian aſſembly. If the miniſter” 
hat officiates be a ſceptic, I am made 
to pray like a ſceptic; if an enthuſi- 
aſt, he addrefles God in my name, 
according to his own enthuſiaſtical' 
notions ; when he chances to be a" 
factious firebrand, or a keen party- 
man, tho* I be a very peaceable 
tradeſman, my prayers breathe facti- 
on, my devotions in public are flam- 
ing with party heat, and tinctured : 
with the fury of his faction. It is 
well known, cad when any diſputes 
happen, and differences ariſe among 
Iche clergy in their ſynods or aſſem- 
blies, both ſides appeal to heaven in 
their public prayers, and force the 
Faity to appeal with them; (we are 7 
not 1 to have any right to 
| 1 age 


nf 
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judge Ben ourſelves in theſe caſes) 
and what is even vorſe by an un- 
Ttugky change of miniſters, or by ſtep- 
ping into another church, I have oi- 
ten been made to appeal to heaven 
as an advocate for both ſides of the 
queſtion, and pray for and againſt 
each of the parties in one day: for, 
tho? our churches have the appear- 
ance of the ſame worſhip, yet in fact 

their worſhip is as different, as the 
tempers, principles, and parties of 
the parſons who manufacture it; and 
this leads the laity into the dange- 
rous blunder of offering contradicto- 
ry petitions, and praying at different 
times, upon principles as oppoſite to 
one another, as light is to darkneſs, 
It is an uſual thing amongſt us, to 
pray for and againſt preſentations : 


in one week, I have thanked God for 


his decrees of election and reproba- 


tion in the forenoon, and in the af- 


ternoon offered my humble thanks 
that all men have equal acceſs to fal- 
vation, by faith and virtue. In 2 


word, n is no party, nor different 
| Fiete 


neſtly wiſhed for. 


with 
call it mockery, and take it as a gros 
affront. 
gentlemen, that this will appear, e- 
ven to yourſelves, hard treatment of 
the laity, and that you will acknow- 
ledge, that their judgment ought 
not to be ſo entirely made a proper- 

ty of, as to oblige them to have their 


public worſhip. offered upon hat 
principles the parſon pleaſes to e- 


ſpouſe; or upon oppoſite priuciples, 
as the miniſter for the time is of this 


or the other party. One of your 
cloth complains, that we betray * a2 


viſible impatience till prayer be over: 
Is it any wonder if we do? For, as 
it 18 managed at preſent, prayer is 
to us a very dangerous part of wor- 


* Mr __ education by public inſtitutions. - -/ 
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principle among our elergy, with 
reſpect to which, I have not been 
made to play faſt and looſe with the 
Deity, to aſk what I did not want, 
and to pray againſt what I moſt ar- 
This we call wor- 
ſhipping God! but did we deal ſo 
our fellow men, they Would 


1 cannot help thinking, 


% 


Cy - 
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" ſhip for, as that wa att 
man obſerves, A great deal more, a vaſt 
' deal: more, depends npon our performance 
of this duty, with judgment aud propriety, -. 
than moſt people ſeem to be aware . 
They who are aware. of this, cannot 
help being impatient and unealy, - 
when a duty of ſuch vaſt importance 
is truſted to every individual of the 
| . clergy, and they who ſeldom think 
q 4 * of its nature or importance, will al- 
ways eſteem it a dry ant * part: 
' of our ſervice. | . 
Is am apt to think, n it is ne- 
times happy for our laity, that they 
N hear prayer as they do ſermons, 
and cannot, I believe, as it is at pre- 
ſent performed; or, at leaſt, am 
ſure, do not join in it; for, tho? it 
be criminal. not, to worſhip God in 
public, yet it ſeems to be as great, if. 
not a greater crime, to offer an irra- 
tional worſhip, to inſult him with 
| l- E — — petitions, with mini- 
ſters of oppoſite parties, and to have 
our devotions tinctured with the ſpi- 
rit of fattion, the wild dreams of en- 
LE 45 N | n 
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"enſiaſts, the dangerous notions of © 4 
ſfceptics, and the abſurd follies ß 
men, whoſe heads are filled with va- 
poeurs and whims. Tho? theſe ſhould 
ſometimes be mixed with your dif- 
courſes, the hardſhip and danger 
would not be half ſo great. If they 

did not inſtruct, they might amuſe, 

e land we needed not embrace your 

k - F notions, unleſs we pleafed ; our own * * 

- I reaſon might reſiſt, or ſome approved 
t || printed ſermons might expel the poi- 
ſon ; but when they are wrought in 
to our public prayers, there remains 

no remedy ; we muſt take theſe as 
you are pleaſed to give them, or go 
away without public worſhip. | 
The popiſh clergy, indeed, put a 3 
great hardſhip upon the laity, by of- 
fering their prayers in an =" pig 
tongue; but, tho' the hardſhip 

great, it admits of ſome prima: Son | 
they may have their prayers tranſlat- 

ed into their reſpective languages; 4 
Ichey may have them explained by -_ _ 
thoſe that underſtand the language 
and N uſe of the ſame forms, 7 
may 
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38; keep pace with you barely in. hear- 
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may in time enable them to annex 
proper ideas to the words; but the 
hardſhip put upon us, admits of no 
remedy; we muſt offer what prayers 
every clergyman pleaſes, we muſt 
underſtand them the belt way we can, 
we mult pick up the words as we ean 
catch them, according to the {trength 
of your voices, the diſtinétneſs of 
your pronounciation, and the large- 
neſs of the church; the fall of a bible, 
the opening of a ſeat, or a cough in 
any corner of the church, will loſe 
us half a ſentence; and yet, if we 
would pray with the underſtanding, 
we mutt collect the ſeveral parts of 
the jentence, ſupply the words that 
are loſt, compare it with what went 
before, examine, approve and offer 
it; and this muſt be all done in a 
breath. I queſtion whether the par- 
ſon could perform this taſk himſelf; 
and I am convinced, that it is impoſ- 
ſible for the ſlow and ignorant part 
of the audience; eſpecially as ſome 
of you ſpeak ſo faſt, that we cannot 


) 
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ing what: you ſay ; others; deliver, 1d 


flawly, that gur, memories cannot 2 


ſerve: us to collect the ſeveral parts 
of ther {emtence ſome are ſo fond of 
new. and learned words, that one 
half of the congregation cannot 


know their meaning; and many of 
you have ſuch a perplexed, intricate 


way of expreſſing yourſelves, PIP ** 


find it impoſlible to diſcover: th 


port of your petitions and — | 
would find this a difficulr taſk, ma” - 


wo, had an opportunity to conſider 
them at leiſure in our cloſets. 

So rhat, putting all theſe. difficul- 
ties together; I imagine, that. it wall 
appear, chat the laity of the kirk of 


Scotland lie under greater hard- 


{hips,.with reſpect to public worſhip, 
than the laity of any gburch upon 


earth; and chis hardfhip is made ſtill 


more galling to thoſe who have 
ſenſe enough to feel it, by the pom- 
pous harangues that we are frequent- 
y entertained. with, upon the privi- 


3 that, we poſſeſs above other 
1 the N 1 we 


4. 


* 


2 njox, 
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mit to the ſentence of a general af 


+ _- dience to a general council. $o that 
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enjoy, and the ſingular purity of our en 
worſhip. Sure, gentlemen, you muſt 
mean yourſelves, when you aſcribe 
theſe great bleſſin gs to our church, 
gr you inſult us in the moſt cruel 
manner, if you mean that you en- 
joy great privileges, and a moſt ex- 
tenſive liberty; it is very true, for 
you pray what you pleaſe, you 
ſing what you pleaſe, you teach 
wie you pleaſe, and our whole 
public worſhtp is fo much of your 
own manufacturing, that there can 
hardly be found room for a verſe 
or two of ſcripture, and theſe you 
chuſe as you pleaſe. In a word, e- 
very pariſh miniſter is a little pope, 
ſubject to none but a general coun- 
il; and, like the great pope, not 
ſubj ect to that, but when he pleaſes: 
for it ſeems to be a point as much 
dif puted in the preſbyterian church, 
whether a miniſter is obliged to fab- 


ſembly; as it is in the popiſh, whe- 
ther his holineſs ought to yield obe- 


it muſt be Ace be that you 
enjoy. 


MinisTErs ard Etvtitts,; &c. he = 
enjoy very great privileges, and a 
moſt extenſive liberty. But pray, 
ibe what privileges do we enjoy, when 
h, one man's judgment preſcribes to a 
whole pariſh, when we muſt pray for 
or againſt whatever party the pariſon 
pleaſes ; offer our devotions accor- 
ding to the religious or political 
principles that the miniſter for the 
time chuſes to embrace; ſhift ſides, 
as your humours change, and addeſs 
our God, as Arians, Socinians ag 
Scepricks, as the gentleman in the 
pulpit is inclined — if our ei- 
vil liberty were not ſomething more 
ſubſtantial, we would be the greateſt 
laves in Europe !. — Again, what pu- 
rity can there poſſibly be in our 
worſhip, when the paſſions, prejudi- 
ce and whimſical opinions of every 
miniſter may, and do mix with it? 
1 have always been at a loſs fo deter- 
mine, whether your confidence in. 
antertaining us with ſuch harangues, 
and your power of face, in keeping 
your countenances, and ſtifling the 
laugh ; or our ſtupidity, in not Pers 25 


Wen we drag affront, and i 
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ence in not kefenting it, were moſt 
to be adlmired. cannot imagine 
that you are fo weak as to think, 
with che bulk of our · people, that our 
worſhip muſt of conſequence be pure, 
if it be different from che practice of 
the church of Rome; and that we 
can only err upon the tide of luper- 
ſtition. If this be your opinion, it 
reſembles the conduct of ſome Ger- 
mans, of whom T have read; who, 
for fear of the Roman army, ran in- 
Vo a river, and were drowned. Juſt 
o the greateſt part of our people 
{for believe better things of you) 
- conclutk that our worſhip mutt be 
pure, if we do not worſhip images, 
pray to ſaints, or adore the virgin 
Mary, tho' it be mixed with the 
whimſical notions, enthuſiaſtic opi- 
. Nions, and ſilly noſtrums of every 
quack doctor in divinity. It would 
be happy, if you Would content 
- yourſelves, with inſulting the people 
only with ſuch harangues; but you 
often make them infult-theiy God; | wo 
$a 4 leaſt, we do a ix in 1 their _ 'E 
8 i I * 
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by thanking him fob eſtablithing a 
pure worſhip, which he did not elta 


blifh ; a worthip which cannot poiſi- 


bly be pure; and which even in your: 
own opinion is not pure; for, if che 
moderate party conſiſts of ſuch mi- 
niſters, as the author of the Charac- 
tertftics, * (who is ſaid to be one of 
your order) has repretented them to 
the world, God have mercy 3 
the fouls committed to their care 

and may the Almighty pity and re- 
lieve the congregations, whaſe devo- 
tions they compoiec, dictate and offer. 
Yet in all probability, if the mode- 
rate men were to write characteri- 
ſties, they would give us as forbid- 
ding a picture of the party, that our 
uthide is-pleaſed to call orthodox. 


| What then muſt become of us poor 


laymen, whoſe fouls are bandied a- 
bout between the factions, and our 
prayers offered, ſometimes upon the 
principles of the one, and ſometimes 
upon the, principles of the other? 
would it not be happy for us, that 
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we had ſome pious, primitive form 
of prayer, that would ſecure the pu- 
rity and reaſonableneſs of our pray- 
ers, let the miniſter's private opinions 
be what they would? As things are 
at preſent, it is impoſſible, that our 
ſervice can either be reaſonable, per- 
fect or pure; unleſs we can ſuppoſe, 
that our church has a privilege, 


-which no church upon earth ever 


had, or ever claimed; I mean, that 
no weak or whitaGeal miniſter, no 
factions firebrand, no ſceptic or en- 
thuſiaſt, can mount our pulpits; or 


that, after men of theſe characters get 


into them, they will pray better than 
they are able, upon principles that 
they do not believe, or with a calm- 
neſs which they do not poſſeſs. Now 
ſuppoſing, that there are only an f 
hired of our miniſters, of ſome or 


other of tlie above characters, and 
that, one with another, each of them 
has five hundred ſouls under his 


1 


+ This i is not an unreaſonable ealeofarion in theſe la ti: 
28er. conſidering, that there'wa: one of twelve who prov- 


c — even whey our Lord was viſibly preſeat * with 


E church, 
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charge; there will be fifty thouſand 
perſons in Scotland, who never wor- 
ſhip God in public in the way of his 
own appointment, and whoſe public 
worſhip muſt be dangerous to them 
ſelves, and unacceptable to the Dei- 
ty. Where muſt the blood of theſe 
poor people fall, but upon the ru 
lers of our church? who, tho? they 
have found, by fatal experience, that 
all the ſubſcriptions in the world 
will not hinder men of pernicious 
principles from creeping into the 
church, yet will not take the only 


from doing miſchief there. w 
But beſides the injuſtice of aſſum- 
ning to yourſelves a right to dictate 
Wi to us what prayers you pleaſe ; be- 
Tf fides the abfurdity of making us offer 
IF eontradictory petitions, and leaving 
d our public worſhip expoſed to. the 
ny whims and follics of the ſceptic and 
5 enthuſiaſt, there are many other in- 
: | conveniencies that attend our pre- 
ſent method. Firſt, It is a queſtion, 
whether the laity can join at all in 


effectual method. to prevent them 
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our bs prayers ? for we nts di- 
ther ſuppole; that they go along with 
the miniſter, ottering every word as 
he utters it, or wait until he has fe 
niſhed the ſentence, and then exa- 
mine it, and give their aſſent; if the 
ficſt be their method, it is erident, ] 
that they place an abſurd and dau- 
gerous confidence in the honeſty II 
and ability of the parſon, and em- 
brace in their prayers all the whim- 
ſical notions, and pernicious prinei- 
ples, that he may chance to mix 
wich them: and further, that many 
of chem will, like parrots, talk what 
they do not underſtand, ſince many 
words will occur, whoſe meaning 
and importance they: are not able all 
at once to conceive : at leaſt, I find 
it ſo with myfelf. Perbaps, our 
people may be inſpired with more 
than ordinary penetration in the 
time of prayer; but at other times, 
1 find it difficult enough, to make 
any one of them comprehend an 
ordinary meſſage, delivered in the 

* werde that I can poſlibly F 
Ys find; 
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ne men ſhould ung erltand 5 2 5 
pron, in an cn dee 
ith their underſtangdings 
judgments keep ACP. Wi he . 
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haiſhed the e SAN 
pare the ſeveral Party, "eqs hop 


whole, and. give their a acl 0 | 
rd oe? walk: wany of them-are - 
for; this $ajk,z; but gt. them. be 177 
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What n chem be eilng 
quick 38 ey will the fubſequent tin. 9 

tence will be loft. 1 do not r fox 
pole that the bulk of our ongregati 
ons, ever dreamt of thele difficulties, 

Vecahle the gtve thethſclyes'no trou. 
dle about underſtandifig, examining, 
0 or aſfentfüg, but content themfſelves 
| "ith being humble hearers ; and pei 
e 8, 1 att their lives, never once uſpe 
4 file ere and Yational'amen' ty 

public pray: ers ; tho® _— — 
pray, and 15 in Prayer *7F 
different thi ou fon 1 ad Fab 
An Gther hcvventebcs' that at 
tends our way of worſhip is, that] - 
young gentlemen juſt come from tlie 
univerſities, full fraught with Philo- 
fophy, and fond of ſhewing their 
learning, v ery 1 inju dicionfly vent their 
notions th our public prayers. A 
young ſpruce gentleman, the other 
Sunday, converted us in an inſtant, 
from plain country people, into pro- 
found' philoſop hers, and theſe too of ſerm 
the Amel kind; for we told] *cen 
God * many chings concern 


ing 


1 


A 


e eng. Þis gn. works. which the learnr 
en. Ed gentleman, ät feems,) thought, Be 
fag $64, nay; know, before ;. many things, 
zati hat We neither underſtood nor be- 
tes, lieved;.. ve, Nr. led ſo high, that 
ou Pur heads began to turn ; and aſter 1 
all, loſt our gentleman, for fiſteen 

ainutes, amongſt things chat he cal- 

ed yortiees, and began indeed to 

uſpeR, that he was ſwallowed up by 
{tobe or had gone, where Milton 
"1 705 * al JO | and age W 
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| | 2 whirled ; phe” 5 
8 F * 0 er the ER de of the world far of 
Into a limbo large and broad, ſu nee call d 
The paradiſe of fools *. 
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ing, 
Ives 


net 
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leir 
in we cannot tell, but we, found him at 
herd laſt upon earth, chacing a mole. Had 
nt, be been pleaſed to tell us theſe chings, 


ro- Iſtript of —_ philoſophic garb, i in a 


Weber he vifited that place or not, 


oll ſermon, ſome of them might 4 
ola been entertaining, ſome of them uſe- 
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PLETE RP em 
earn 9 degn bot 
to abe üs ff form f thin 
that We Reither KHew nor believed; 
and, Wit Were,” ifftri& our Maker 
111 Phe Hattre; beauty and order of 
his O Works, 1 billy thitik, was 
imiprildent and preſumptuous. low 
cer, Hb Wade u {Hff By fle N cbined 
Werds ald terms of Art, to be far l. 
bbye there cath of bar Underſtandings; 
afl, th td pray With him, we miſt Have 
bad Fuclid, ſtudied Newidis Works 
more than our Bibles, and brought 
half a dozen of dictionaries to church 
with us, to help! us to the meaning 
of Rib Worts. The gentleman kow-f 
ever obtained His end, the people mt 
ſtared; and, when they came ont, 
concluded, that he was admirably 
leuthedd; and thar none was fo fit to oe 
be cker miniſter. Upon this whim, Im 
they vigorouſly oppoſe the fertle- ni 
mer Ma pfous and prucdent gentle- ] er 
dn, puefented to we charge by de dr 
Pin, td are moſt pidtifly uppen 
ed, in Gteir Wite oppolition, by a Jet m 
of the Werzy, I "IR" Tor conſci- ti 
© on „ © 6nc> 
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ener Nd: But [ beg pardom di- 
greſſiom is a fault! My buftnef9 is 
ofity: with our Public worfldip ;/and F 
fitter myſelf, that yo will own, 
that up that Sunday it was but 
pborly performed; yet ſueh fardes as 
theſe” we” are often forced to? bear 
with; and, inftetd$tthe humble ex- 
A- preſſions br penitents, the coneiſe pe- 
; titforts'6f poor mortals, and the gate - 
ful thankfgivings of rational erea- 
tures, tõ their meroiful God, our 
prayets frequently conſiſt of the fool- 
iſh oftentation of learning, and the 
harſh Jargon of hard Words. 
W- Neither does our worſhip” ſuffer 
le more, by the oſtentatious folly, and 
it, | pedantic humour of our young do- 
ly | minies, than by the natural and ne- 
to at decays of the invention, me- 
m, | mory and judgment of our aged mi- 
le- niſters; for, às the clergy are fooliſh 
le- endugh to vie in the expences of 
e dreßs, table and equipage, with. the 
landed gentlemen; moſt of chem are 
et unable, and afl of chem are unwilling 
i- tb an en affiſtant, 28 Yong as they 


are 
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ares able to creen un to a pulpit, and 
prattle out ſomething 
ſo that von will fre M find a. 
man —— and dictating the. de- 
vations. of a; congregation, who, is ſu- 
per ahnuated to all the, other affairs 


. right to make us adꝗreis our Maker * 
in what manner, and with,. what. 
Ws he thinks. proper; though, in 
common converiation, Me cannot 
help perceiving, that his memory has 
loſt, its ſtrength, that his underſland- 
ing is decayed, and all the powers of 
= his mind are ſadly declined... It would. 
perhaps be cruel, to give inſtances 
= of the blunders, blaſphemy and non- 
ſenſe, that have been mixed with our 
prayers by this misfortune, tho? ma- 
ny inſtances might be produced; 
but it is, I humbly think, more cru- 
el, and highly unreaſonable, to put 
the aged miniſters under the neceſſi- 
ty of expoſing their weakneſs, and 
diſhonouring the ſervice of their Ma- 
ker; and the laity under the hard- 
hip, either of offering nonſenſe, or 
blaſphemy, 


— 


" ”" * % 
9 2 


like a prayer, ;., 


of life, This man, it ſcams. has a 
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"blaſphemy, inftead of pious,” ardent 
and expreſſive prayers, ar of redu- 


"dig their miniſter, to want and beg- 
9 gar in his old AF, by foreing him 
to call afl uffiſtant 'whether he can 


mantain him or flot; eſpecially, as 

all danger might be prevented, and 
all deftelencies ſupplied, by compo- 
ſing and eſtabliſhing a pious form of 
prayer; for he might fead a prayer 
very devoutly and diſtinctly, when 
he cannot invent readily, or dictate 
an extemporary prayer to the con- 
gregation, with propriety and judg- 


ment; or, if he chanced to blunder, 
or pronounte indiſtinctly, having 
the form before us, we could eaſily 


ſupply the defects; we could much 
better put up with triffling in his 


ſermons, and patiently hear him 


prattle about his ſubject and about 


it; becauſe we could e our loſs, 


in ſome meaſure, by reading ſome 
of the beſt ſermons ourſelves, to 
our families ; but, public prayer is a 
matter of that imporrance, that there 


is no poſſibility of ſupplying it by our 
en 


* * 
* * 


04.: 
own induſtry ; no reQ;fying miſtakes 
after the prayer is offered, and no 
poſſibility of preventing yery groſs 
and dangerous blunders;,: while we 
perform this part, of pur worſhip af 
ter the preſent method; for, though 
our aged miniſters ſhoyld retain; all 
the powers of their minds to the laſt, 
which is not the caſe; with one in an 
hugdred ; tho' they ſhould, be able 
to invent extemporary petitions with 
propriety ; yet, as the organs of the 
body decay, it 1s impoſſible that they 
can expreſs them, with that ſtrength 
of voice, and diſtinctneſs of pronoun- 
ciation, which are neceſſary to us, 
before we can give a rational aſſent; 

af we can at all give a rational aflent 
t9 prayers that we have never exa- 
mined, no, nor yet the miniſter him- 
ſelf. The weak voice, the trembling 
body, the want of teeth, and other 
infir mities incident to old age, do of- 
ten render-the pronounciation ſo in- 
dliſtinct. chat in gur preſent wayof wor- 
ſhip, one half of che congregation is 
at as rent a Jaſſ, as af che gentleman 

prayed 
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praped! in an unknown tongue; or, 
at moſt, they can only pick up a 
word here and there, wichout an 
connexion. Let us ſuppoſe, that a | 
mong more than a thouſand mini- 
ſters, - there are only eighty, whoſe / 

underſtandings, or bodily organs are 

thus decayed, and that, one with > 4 
another, .cach, of them has 300 ſouls 

under his charge 3 it would be a miſ- 
fortune to thoſe who are under the | 
care of the firſt, if they did, join in 
in the public worſhip, as it is per- 
formed amongſt them; and they Who 


, are under the care of the laſt, cannot 


pothbly do it; fo that chere muſt be 
in Scotland at leaſt 40, ooo perſons, | 
who are debarred from 7 .moſt E 
ſential part of public worſhip, by the 
old age of our miniſters, joined with 
the abſurdity of our preſent. plan ; * 
to which it we add the 2,000 y 
mentioned before, there will e nine- 
ty thouſand perſons in this nation, 
who cannot worſhip God. at all, in 
public ; - or warſhip | im in a a way un- | 
Rack. of. him, and dangerous to 
I - themſelves; | 


] 


matter of fact, 
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themſelves ; ' whoſe blood muſt be 
crying to heaven againſt the rulers 
of our church. For, whether the 


above calculations be allowed to be 
Juſt or not, there muſt certainly be a 


very conſiderable number of our bre- 
thren in this diſtreſſed ſituation, un- 


leſs we ſuppoſe, contrary to known 
that the miniſters of 


our church are not ſubject to the 


ſame infirmities of body and mind, 
that other men are ſubjected to: and 


that they are ſecured, by ſome ſecret 
infallability, from embracing enthu- 
ſiaſtical or ſceptical opinions. 

But further, our worſhip, as it is 
performed at preſent, is not only 


corrupted by the contrary petitions 
of contending parties; not only tinc- 
tured with the heats and animoſities 
that ariſe in ſynods and aſſemblies; 

not only mixed with the whimſical 


opinions, and pernicious principles 


of libertines and enthuſiaſts, that 
climb up into our pulpits; not only 
rendered obſcure and contemptible, 
by the pedantry and affected Jearn- 


ing 
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ing of the younger, and the weakneſs 
of mind and body of our older mi- 
niſters, but frequently interlaid with 
ul-timed compliments to the great, 
or the miniſter's favourites; and the 
groſſeſt abuſes of thoſe who have the 
misfortune to be out of favour. TI 
could produce numerous: inſtances 
of both; and, were it not an invidi- 
ous talk, point our the perſons, 
places and times. Upon the marri- 
age of a certain noble peer in this 
nation, the parſon carried his com- 
pliments ſo far in the public prayers, 
that he exceeded all the bounds of 
decency, and made his female hear- 
ers bluſh; and I would bluſh to repeat 
to the rulers of our church in a let- 
ter, che expreſſions that he made uſe 
of, to the God of heaven and earth, 
in the face of a congregation; ſo ex- 
travagant and ill choſen were his 
words, that the lady was forced to 
direct the clergyman; and intreat him 
to forbear his rude petitions. | A mi- 
niſter, even in one of our royal 
burghs, obſerving. 2 young gentle- 
EE 


*% 


. - o 
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friends from foreizn lands. 
men, I preſume, W 111 remember, how 


man, ſon to one of the magiſtrates, 


In church, after a Journey to Lon- 
don, made all the congregation thank 


Soc, that he had brought back their 
Moſt 


groſsly the royal commander of. his 


Majeſty's forces, during the laſt war, 


was abuſed, by having his praiſes 
wrought into our public prayers, by 
rough: and unſkilful hands; ſome al- 
lowances, I own, are to be NM for 
the clergy in this inſtance ; the augs 
mentation ſcheme was then i in agita- 
tion, and the weaker part of them 
fooliſhly thought, that this would 
Pare the way for it. 
On the other hand, he muſt be a 


great ſtranger in our congregations, 


or very heedleſs when he comes there, 
who has not oblerved, that ſometimes 


' a well meant. zeal, and ſometimes 


too warm an attachment to party o- 
pinions, with reſpect to religious 
ſubjects; and private reſentments 


too, have taught miniſters of keen 


paſſions, to uſe ſeveral expreſſions, 
not 


' 
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1 only inconfi {tent with the chari- 

y. of Chriffians, but even with the 
Fama nls) of men; Vex them in {thy 
wrath, and 2 lead with them iu / dif 


pleaſure through all eternity, was the un- 


chriitian Petition of MH, —, with 
a reſpect to apiſts ; Pour 'down the vi- 
al. of t thy wr -ath " wport them, and birrnh 
their Hal þ with fire, Was! Mr. C. 8 
ungenerous with. Nothing but heat 
of Zeal! and hurry of paſſion, ceuld 
have dictated theſe petitions ; and 
am far from thinking, that many of 
our miniſters {uffer themſelves to be 
driven to ſo great lengths. But all 
of them are ſubject to paſſions; and 


what is left to the diſeretion of the 


miniſter, is left alſo to the indiſcreti- 
on and paſſions of the man; and we 
frequently find the two laſt, where 
the firſt was deſigned to take place. 
Many. inſtances could be given of 
the ill- timed flattery of friends, and 
unchriſtian expreſſions, with reſpect 
to enemies, that have ' been vented 
in our public prayers ; but Tam ten- 


der of the —— of the clergy, 


ang 
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and do not chuſe to expoſe their er- 
rors, farther than is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to ſhew the danger and abſurdi- 
ty of our preſent way of worſhip, 
and to perſuade them to recover and 
ſecure its purity and decency :. and 
therefore, I humbly entreat you to 
conſider, whether the ill-timed, ill 
choſen compliments of ſyphocants 
upon. the one hand, and the unchri- 
ſtian expreſſions of keen zealots up- 
on the other, do not render our pub- 
lic worſhip contemptible ahd dange- 
rous; and whether there be any 
thing ſo likely, to prevent them from 
indulging their humours, to the diſ- 
honour of God, and diſgrace of religi- 
on, as fome well choſen pious public 
ſorm of prayer. 

Aitcr flattery, we may mention 
politics, in which our miniſters will 
be dabbling, in ſpite of grace, na- 
ture and common ſenſe, as another 
very fruitful ſource of blunders in 
our public worſhip ; few of them 
have genius, fewer ſtill have ſuffici 


: 82 e and all of them are 
too 
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er- too great a diſtance from the ſeat 
el- | of government, to comprehend the 
di- ſecret intrigues of courts, or to per- 
ip, ceive, in ſpite of the varniſh by which 
nd they are diſguiſed, the real views of 
nd parties; yet all of them will be med- 
to I dling,' and in every diſpute, our 
il prayers mult take a ſide, and the 
its | poor lay-men muſt addreſs their Ma- 
ri- ker, ſometimes upon the faith af a 
p- fooliſh rumour, and often upon the 
b- credit of a common news- paper: to 
e- fay nothing of the times, very witti- 


Ny ly. but very truly deſcribed by But- 


m ler in his Hudibras, 


ji s ben goſpei trumpeter ſurrounded 
lic Vith long-ear'd rout, to battle ſounded, 


And pulpit drum eccleſtaſtic 
Vas beat by fiſt inſtead of a ſtick. 


whoſe hiſtory will be an eternal dif- 
grace to our religion, and would fur- 


and blaſphemy, vented in our pub- 


lic prayers, as would be ſufficient to 
All 


- 


not, I ſay, to mention thoſe days, 


niſh as many inſtances of nonſenſe _ 
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fill up a large volume: even in our 


latter days, politics have introduced 
very groſs abſurdities into our pub- 
lic tervice. I am not yet an old 
man, and I remember te have been 
made to pray, that God. would pull 
down the bloody houſe of Auſtria ; du- 
ring the laſt war, ! earneſtly begged 
that he would build it up; now 1 
begin to give broad hints, that l 
would have it pulled down again; 
and am expecting every Sunday, to 
be made to deſire it in a formal man- 
ner. The intereſts and leagues of 
the ſtates of Europe ſhift. ſo frequent- 
ly, that we are often flung out in our 
prayers, and pray for our enemies, 
as if they were our friends; and a- 
gainſt our friends, as it they were e— 
nemies. Would our miniſters be 
contented, to make us pray in gene- 
ral for our friends, and againſt the 
devices of our en mies, we ſhould 
never be wrong. But they chuſe 
to mention whom they mean, leſt 
Omniſcient Wiſdom ſhould miſtake, 
or, at leaſt, that the people may 
| know, 


2ur 


ed 


old 
den 


all 
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0 that they ar are great policing, 
zealous for the public good: 
ny A Facts "have 1 chanked Gol for 

100105 us ; glorious victories, when we 

haye een ſhamefully beat, for inſpi- 

rn courage into our troops, when 
oe run away, for ſucceſs grapt- 


TILE 


arms, in na rt 
Ee 


00 to © that were 


C% © > 


going on,. 19 ſhall never 3552 257005 one 
Sunday 1. , 1 Was made ro 
thank c 


2122 


intreat 6 14 continue the great 


work chat fr had begun: i in the af- 


rerndon, by an unlucky change of 
miniſters, [ was made to, pray, that 
God would put: a ſtop! to the deluſions 
of the devil, by which the ignorang 


FAY * + 


and en were A 1 give 
us 


eee | 


| 
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us grace. to reſiſt that ſpirit of cnthth 
ſiaſm that had gone out WO ur 

T aſcribed to G in 


47 


land; thus what he 
in the morning, I aſcribed to 25 de- x: 
vil in the afternoon ; * what I had pe. 
requeſted ( God to promote, I requeſt- 8 


ed him too to give me grace to reſiſt. >, 
1 prayed long and earneſtly with n. 
Walpole's enemies, before their in- 
trigues, and my prayers could pull 
him down; and when he fell, 1 was 
made to chank God for the great de- 
liverance; tho? it was ſoon diſcovered, 
that it was nothing more but a ſtrug- 
gle for 3 power between parties, and a 
Harper of no moment to me or my 
country, which of the parties were in 
or out; however, all ranks contribut- 
ed ſomething to raiſe the clamour ; 
the mob made bonefires, the mag 
ſtrates rung bells, the miniſters gave 
their prayers, and the ee 

brought forth a mouſe. 
. Nay, I have known the private 
picks, and little quarrels between the 
be coat and his neighbours introduced 
Into our N worſhip, and made 3 
park 
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part 'of our raged even when the 
— was t firlt aggreſſor, he had 
the aſſurance 76 ee to God, as 
he called it; and, what was ſtill more 
unreaſonable. made his Ppartſhioners 
complain with him ; or, at * he 
complained in their names, tho? moſt 
of them were very ſeniiÞle; that he 

himſelf, had done t the injuſtice ; how 
his complaints were received” in hea- 
ven, [ cannot tell, bur 1 know that 


ATC 


405 was forced to ſit down under 
the injuſtice. It is hard to determine, 
in this reſpect, whether you have the 
meaneſt opinion of your God, or your 
hearers ; for it ſeems you think, that 
both are obliged to ſhift ſides, as you 

are pleaſed to direct them, and, right _ 
or wrong, be ſtill of the party which _ 
ung the parſon for the time thinks fit to 
embrace. That you ſhould treat the' 
laity with ſo great contempt in this 
caſe, is not ſo ſurprizing, as you max 


be convinced from long experience, 
3 n 
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that they will allo ; down 1 the grob 
ſeſt abſurdities in Tei public, Praha 
ers, and truſt the propriety of their 
worſhip upon 8 y, to the diſere- 
tion and:;a lity of a.man, whoſe folly 
and wellneſs e they laugh at 
all the week. But I own it is A 
ing, that you can uſe ſuch freedom 
with the Deity, to defire him to do 
and undo, as the fancy ſtrikes you, 
or your deſigns chance to- alter. 
Our prayers are, for the moſt pa t, 
too hiſtorical, and ſeem rather de- 
ſigned to inſtruct the congregation, 
: than t to confeſs their ſins, expreſs their 
wants, or offer their grateful thankſ- 
givings; I do not at all ſuppoſe that 
you are ignorant, as our people ſeem 
to be, of the difference between 
preaching and praying, or that you 
are not ſenſible, that a very good ſer- 
mon will make but a very bad pray- 
er; but I cannot help thinking, that 
you comply too far with the. popular 
taſte in this reſpect, and ſtrive to 
pleaſe, by giving our public prayers 
as much the air and manner of a ſer- 
| | mon 
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bo its length, to come to the common 


ſtandard, u are forceti to fill up a 
gap, with what materials come firſt 


to hand; and this, Tm more apt to 


believe to be the caſe, becauſe we 
ſometintes find half k Goren of ſen- 
tences from Seripture poured into 
our prayers all at once, without the 
leaſt connexion among themſelves, - 
or the leaſt relation to what went be- 
fore, or follows after; and frequent= | 
ly too, without the leaſt affinity to a- 
ny of the parts of prayer. What Mr g, 
Fordyce means by that certain ® hap-- 
py irregularity i in 'our public prayers, 
which he is pleaſed to recommend; T 
profeſs I know not; but Iknow very 
well, that there is a certain unhappy 
irregularity in moſt of ours, that ren- 
ders them very improper for public 
worſhip. The ſeveral parts of pray- 
er are moſt abſurdly confounded, 
tho? they require very diffeſent d iſpo- 

„ Edifcation, &c, page 15. 
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ſitions of heart; confeſſion is jumbled 
etition is mixed 
ſometimes we 
hape all the parts of. prayer in, one 
ſingle ſentence... By theſe means, the 
mind i is held in ſuſpenſe, and cannot 


ſiettle to that humility, conviction and 
ſorrow, that aught to attend. confeſli> 


on; nor is it raiſed to that warm 
gratitude and ardent love, that ought 
to enliven our thankſgivings; neither 
is it filled with that ſenſe of depen- 
dence, nor formed to that ſerious 
earneſtneſs and lively faith, with 


which our petitions ought to be ſent 


forth. 
Inſtead of cheſe, amuſed with tlie 


novelty of expreſſion, and diſtracted 
with the quick and irregular ſucceſſi- 


ons of the ſeveral parts of prayer, it 
fluctuates between theſe ſenſations, 
and feels not much of either. When 
all the powers of the ſoul ſhould be 


employed in their proper places, and 


making their greateſt efforts to offer 
a ſpiritual worſhip to the Father of 


ſpirits; our curioſity is only awake, 
and 
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and we are liſtening to a prayer no 
otherwiſe than we do to a fermon. 
I would beg leave further to obſerve; 
that our extemporary worſhip in the 
church, roduces very bad effects, 
with reſpect to our worſhip in our 
families; for, as praying to God es 
tempore, is the prevailing faſhion, and 
as our people are taught to deſpiſe 


worſhip offered by a form, ſo thoſe .. 


of them who want memory, learning 
and 1 invention, to expreſs themſelves 

ex tempore with propriety, and have 
modeſty to be aſhamed of ' indecent 
expreſſions, and reflection to think of 
the danger of unreaſonable and un- 


chriſtian petitions, never pray with 


their families at all. On the other 


hand, when ignorance and ſelf-ſuffiei- 
ency meet in the maſter of a family, | 


their worſhip, of conſequence, is 2 
miſerable mixture of nonſenſe, error 
and blaſphemy. The moſt ignorant 


are always the moſt preſuming, and 


the leſs ſenſe that a man has of the 


nature and importance of prayer, the 


more readily will he venture upon 
Sanne 
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extemporary worſnip- In 4 fact ic ig 
true, that many of ohr people, w Who 
can hardly. repeat. thejr, reed, an 
know very little more of their religi- 
on hon; a e 8 chat Mi 


tem tore Se [ca ere their ae 
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God! what 5 ſcenes f 4A I 1 55 
of this kind what rude and ſhocking 

expreſſions, what blaſphemous, petiti- 
ons have [ heard! how often have, ] 
twembled, when the ignorant and 
proud enthuſiaſt, kneeled down with 
his family, to his extemporary worre 
ſhip! how often have I thuddered at 
the whimſical notions that hie wrou ght 
into our prayers! the inſolent and 
unchriſtian expreſſions which he uſed, 

and the nonſenſe ont offered in 
our name. How often has my heart 
bled in ſecret for the ſad ſituation of 


a mirable families, who, by our 


unhappy . © 


AT * 
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unhappy attachment; t0:cxtemporary” 


rayer, either want family warſhip 
15 together, or offer their worſhip! in 


ſuch a manner, as diſhonours God, 


dilgraces religion, and is very daunge- 
rous to themſelves ! but LWNauld very 
far excedditlic bounds of adeiter, and 


Lam afraid, weary out ydur patience. 


if I ſnobldoendeav aur tog lay before 
you all che linconveniandies that; at- 
tend dur prſent way of worſhip; 
and I flatter myſelf, if — 
to theſe already taken: notice: of, 
blunders of iguorance, the $ghts; 


our 
them, unteſfs>yau can ſupuſe. / chat 
all eur miniſters are men of the greꝶt 


you will ſdeę chat dur nrtſent Wahn 
worſhipis defettize, unrraſonableami 


that the la 
AS co en »thiy:arc axpaſed, | 
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vanity, the meedlcis Gly:ceperidont,. 
the 'wnguarded: exprejhens;;;indiths 
ehidifh thoughts:that are mixed with 
rs{and& muſt be; mixed With 


oft abikties, clocutionand prodbnce)) 


dangerous; ad thasthe:barddhips © 
ry labour under, zadithe 
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| - own conſciences, and aſk you, In the 
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tan only be removed.by ſome devout 
and approved form of prayer.  - 
To ſupport the preſent ian 
practiee, to make the laity ſit quietly 
down with the injuſtice done them, 
and to blind their eyes, that they 
may not perceive the diſadvantages 
that they labour under, and the dan- 
ger to which-they are expoſed ; it has 
been ſaid, that a form of prayer will 
limit the inſpiration of the Spirit; 
that it deadens the devotion of the 
people; that all the wants of a Chri- 
ſtian congregation cannot be expreſ- 
ſed by a form: and ſome have been 
Jo fooliſh as to ſay, that it is unlaw- 
ful to worſhip by a form of prayer. 
Will you pardon my preſumption, 
and hear me with patience, if I hum- 
bly offer my thoughts upon theſe 
heads; I hope you will. As to the 
Firſt, I might boldly appeal to your 


2 of God, Do you believe that you ane 
##ſpired ? Haue you indetd fo mean an api- 
'of the undetſtanding and judgment 
. laity, at 0 * that any of them, 

whe 
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words are not inſpired, is evident 
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think at all, can ever be brought to believe; 
that the prayer: we commonly hear are 
afated by rhe Holy Ghoſt ? Or have you 
ſo liitle regard to 8 honour of God, and 
the intereſts of religion, as to aſcribe your 
extemporary effuſions to the Hely Spirit 
No, I am perſuaded, that none but 
the rankeſt enthuſiaſts will ever urge 
this argument againſt a form of pray» 
er; and ] will beg leave to aſk ſuch, 
Are the words or the matter of your 
prayers, or both inſpired ? That the 


from the difficulty that you frequent- 
ly have to find proper words; from 
the jmproper, and ſometimes inde- 
cent expreſſions that fall from ou 
from the ill-timed pauſes that you are 
forced to make, and that moſt uſeful 
ſupplement of coughing, groaning. 
and ſpitting, that muſt come in to 
your aſſiſtance. But ſuppoſing, that 
you were indeed inſpired with words, 
it would be of ſmall importance to 
yourſelves, or to us; unleſs the inat- - 
ter of Four prayers be inſpired too 
and if the matter of them be inſpi- 

L 3 '# red, 
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red, your pray ers are of equal n 
rity with the Seriptures themſelves, 
and ſhouldibe entered into the canon. 
I know not how to excuſe the negli : 
gence of the people of this nation, in 
ſuffering ſo much ſound doctrine to 
be loſt: it; might have cleared up 
ſome difficult paſſages! 1 in Scripture, 
and decided ſeveral important diſ- 
gutes. I know not what to ſay for 
this piece of negligence, unleſs our 
people think, that all things neceſſa- 
ry for Chriſtians to know, to believe, 
and to practiſe, are revealed in the 
holy * ERA and that they may 
be taught by them what to atk in 
prayer, and how to regulate their 
lives; andif this be true, your inſpi- 
ration is à very great gift beſtowed: 
for ver poor purpoſes, only to ſave 
pou the pains of ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, and the trouble of compoſing: 

a form of prayer, by the inſtructions 
and examples contained in them. 
Phe heathen: poets themſelves liad a 
4 ney reverence for the Deity than 
1 tllis, 
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* Itchis, for it was 'A, banka. get 
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0 be ſubmirt whether yon FR not. tran, 
P. greſs agaiuſt this role; hy introducing 
che inpirations of the Holy Spirit, if. 

„mne Scripturcs! be ſaGeient to direct, 
r us what to aſk in prayer ; and if they 
W, be not ſufficient tor: this, the rovela- 
- tion of the will of God for. our ſalva- 
„tion, is defective in a veryimportant; 
point, andineither the prophets nor 
Y [the apoſtles, no, nor our Saviour 
1 himſelt, tho? he, enterprized it, have 
taught us how to pray. But, ſuppo- 
ang that it were neceſſary, that the 
d Vvords and matter of our prayers 
ſnould be inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 
why might tfot. a number of pious 
and learned: divines meet together 
with ſuclu at intereſting and great 
I ddeſign, as ial of-epmpoling a: farm 

Y * Hor. Arg Poet. Never I-t- god be ipttoduced, ney 
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of prayer for a whole church, have 
as much reaſon to expect, and be as 
likely to receive the affiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit, as a private clergyman, 
inventing the tranſient prayer of a 
particular congregation ? But this 
ſuppoſed inſpiration in our extempo- 
rary way, will involve us in very 
great, nay, unſuperable difficulties; 
for we ſhall be as much puzzled 
where to find our miraculous inſpi- 
ration, as the papiſts are, where to 
fix their wonderful infallibility. For 
iF we ſuppoſe, that this inſpiration is 
confined to any one of the ſeveral 
ſeas that uſe extemporary prayer, 
we preſcribe to the Holy Spirit, and 
Enit him with a witneſs, and ſhall be 
ſadly perplexed to determine, to 
which particular party this wondcr- 
ful privilege is given, If we ſuppoſe 
that this privilege is common to the 
miniſters of all the ſects, then we muſt 
conclude, that the Holy Ghoſt in- 
1 oppoſite petitions to men of 
oppoſite principles, and directs one 
fect to pray againit another. For 
inſtance, 


JIE 


M1nisvans a Exe &c. gy 


| inſtance, if he inſpires, the burghersꝰ 


to pray againſt the principle of their 
ſeceding brethren the. antiburghers, 
and to cut them off from their com; 
munion by ex communication, we 
cannot ſuppoſe, that he inſpires the 
antiburghers to return the compli- 
ment; and, if he inſpires the mini- 
ſters of theſe ſects to pray againſt the 
principles of the church eſtabliſhed 
by law, he does not direct the mini- 
ſters of the eſtabliſhed church, in 
their public prayers, to call the ſeceſ- 
ſion a dangerous ſchiſm; that the mi- 


niſters of the ſeveral ſects do pray for 


the ſucceſs of their ſeveral parties, 
and that God would hinder the 
ſpreading of the principles of the o- 
ther ſes, is evident to all the world. 
Now, unleſs we would be guilty of 
the boldeſt blaſphemy, and ſay, that 
the Holy Ghoſt chimes in with the 
principles of the parſon, whatever 


V Burgher and antiborgher are the names of the tee 


parties among the Scotch ſeceders, taken from the canſe 
of their quarrel, an oath impoſed, in ſome of the royal 
durroughs in Scotland, upon theſe they admit into the c 
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they'be (as che people ate forced'ne 
do) we muſt eoticlude, thiat chils in- 
ſpiration is not granted but to ont 
of the ſects, and TikalFerly requeſt 
each of them to uſe a form of pruy- 
. er, utril they ſhall be able to prove, 
chat this gitt of inſpiration belong 
to them. And that che eſtabliſhed 
church, with which Ihave to do, may 
be more Willing to! hear andigrant 
my requeſt; I -will produce bie 
ſtrong preſumptions, chat it does not 
belong to them ; indeed, the inſtan- 
ces that have given above; aro; mort 
than ſufficient for this purpoſe 0 Dut 
I Mall further add, fiſt, that if whe 
*onfefſion of faith be truc, none of 
gur miniſters are inſpired in their 
Prayers; for there all mankind are 
divided into two elaſſes, the elett 

and the reprobates; yet it is evident, 
beyond all poffbility of diſpute, that 
tlie elect pray, as if it were poſſible 
that they may be damned; and the 
reprobaxes, as if it were poſſible 'that 
they may be ſaved; and yet it is im- 
ee that the Holy Spirit inſpires 


either, 
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cicheni9f them [with theſe prayers : 
unleſa ithicy-be ſo impious as: 40 imas 
fines! that be: directs them to pray 
upon falle principles, and infpires 
chem to pray fon, or agai nit what he 
knows can never happen: and tho? 
ſome of you urge this argument of in- 
ſpitation againſt your adverſaries, yet 
our church has, in fact, very fairly 
difclaimed it, by publiſhing and au- 
thoriaing a directory for publie pray- 
er, unleſs we would ſuppoſe chem ſo 
preſu mptuous as to direct;the Holy 
Spirit haw to pray. Jai truth, our 
preſbyterian ünſpination is as myſteni- 
ons nic a/ uſeleſs a giſt ad the popiſh 
infallibility. The popiſh church has 
au infallibility lodged: ſome where: 
but ſhe knows not where #0: find it in 
time of need: ve .prefbyteriaas have 
an inſplration amang us, but we khow . 
not ta which af all the ſects it belongs. 
The infallible church is filled with 
diſputes, which her infallibility gan- 
not determine; and the {ized 
church has nanſenſe, ; contradithan, 
and wehimdiesl ;opinions, vented in 
ww: her 


2 


if he does not come, we venture to 
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— prayers, which her inſpiration 
does not prevent; the intallible 
church has the moſt unreaſonable and 
abſurd creed of any church upon 
earth; and the inſpired church has, 
and will have (while ſhe adheres to 
her preſent plan) a very defective, 
unreaſonable, and dangerous kind of ny 
public ' worſhip; fo fully and juſtly ch: 
does the providence of heaven con- | 
fute the'vain pretenſions of Pun 
tuous men. 

But it may be ſaid, and it has Goon 
aid, that this gift of inſpiration is not 
univerſal to all our miniſters, nor u- 
niform and conſtant to any of them; 
but granted now and then by fits 
and ſtarts; ſomething, I ſuppoſe, like 
the quakers' ſpirit. I cannot help 
thinking, if this be the caſe, that the 
quakers proceed more judicioufly 
than we ; they patiently wait in ſi⸗ 
| lence, till they feel, or imagine they 

feel, the Rs ira of the Spirit; but 


do without him: they humbly ſubmit 
* to "bis will, to inſpire who he 
l a 
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pleaſeth ; bur. we confine him to che 
miniſter; they ſtop ſhort when his in- 
fluences ceaſes; but we run gur glaf- 
ſes, let his influences ceaſe when. they 
will. I would therefore humbly pro- 
poſe, either that, like quakers, we 
ſhould wait the Spirit, and permit a- 
ny one of the congregation, who. 
chanced to be inſpired, to dictate our. 
devotions; or, chat a form of prayer 
be compoſed and authorized, only to 
be uſed when the iniſter feels no in- 
ſpiration. Let him have full liberty, 
to depart. from che form, when he 
feels upon his mind the miraculous 
influences of the Holy Spirit, ſaggeſt- 
ing the matter of his prayers. By 
this method, we ſhall gain two very 
conſiderable adyantages: firſt, we 
ſhall always worſhip, either by inſpi- 
ration, or: by an approved form, and 
be certain, (unleſs the parſon deceives 
us) that the ignorance, affectation, 


ill-tmed, zeal, pride, or paſſions, of 


the man himſelf, canngt tincture our 
public worſhip,, or; mix themſelves 


with our. Prayers. And next, we 
| | M 2 | ſhall. 
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ſhalb diſcover; when our parſors- A. 
e for, as things are managed 
t preſent, this miracle is as much 
loſt in our preſbyterian church, as Þ ver; 
the famotts miracle of tranſubſtantia- beg 
tion is among the papiſts. In both fror 
churches; there is a wonderful mani- hap 
feſtation of almighty power; yet no ry, 
once is able to perceive it in either. I the 
The papiſts are convinced, that bread” I free 
and wine are. converted into flehnand the 
blood, tho', to all the ſenſes, they re- | wor 
main bread and wine fill: we preſby- pri 
terians are perſuaded, that our mini- tier 
ſters are ſometimes inſpired, tho? we ane 
cannot tell when the inſſ diration bes ane 
gins or ends; and, tho? dor miniſters o 
in this cafe, He linder the fame mit- the 


fortune thar enn wid; , 1 1.167” I (ph 
T3031 en, ſen 

b. v eff aft he gate, eh 
Ten tink; he 4b * orher folk. an. 
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ſo it anden Fares Ich chem, when * 
they, pray moſt by inſpiration, they ny 
only prey uke other people; and all co! 
my _ and ſkill Ras never _ Jof 
able 
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15% todifeover the inchratibn HeE 
fingle i tante; but Pyothe meatholtf/ 
that 1 Am propôfihg? We fall Arfeöz“ 
ver, that te infpitarion immediately" 
begins, When the minfſter departs⸗ 
ſram rite”! eſtablicteck form; andi pers! 
hips! we may makt andther Wifcoyer! 
ry, I mean,” that the rage of party, ö 
the ſpirit of pride and enthuſiaſm, as 
frequently infpire Gitr miniſters, as" 
the ſpirit of peace ind" love? In a 
word, let thofe "minifters; who have 
pride cnoughto beiieve; and preſum pie 
tion to afſirm, that the are infpi tröcl: 
and can we find People 10 uno ane 
and cfedulous as to believe them o 
ſo tame and indifferent as to truck 
their devotions to ar iinaginary ins ; 
ſpiration {Ter the, I lay, ufc the pre- 
ſont methdd; but habe pity upon us. 
who ſcc che dithevty, difadvea! tages, | 
and great danger of our preſent Way” 
of ORs: ” , 
As we + find _ Seripture a- 
ny promise of ſwch gift, as W are 


convinced that: there can be no neec 


of it, (unleſe . that the Ho- 
| hy 
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ly Ghoſt has not fully revealed the 
will of God for our falvation)) as we 
are- abſolutely. certain that you are 
not all inſpired, and have no reaſon 
to believe that any of ene you is ſo; ue 
preſume, moſt humbly and moſt ear- 
neſtly to requeſt, that ſome pious form 
of prayer may be compoſed and au- 
thorized. The only inſpiration that 

is promiſed in Scripture, that is ne- 

ceſſary, or than can be uſeful, is, that 
the Holy Spirit will inſpire the hearts 
of the faithful with affections proper 
for this im portant duty, ſuch as, ſname 
and ſorrow in confeſſion, an humble 
chriſtian hope of obtaining what we 
aſk in our petitions, gratitude and 


; love in our thankſgiving, | and fuch 


other affections as are ſuitable; to the 
ſeveral parts of prayer: and no man, 
I believe, will ſay, that the Holy Spi- 
rit cannot, or prove that he will not 
inſpire our hearts with theſe affecti- 
ons, as eaſily, and as readily, when 
we pray by a form, as when we 
pray without one. And, as far as 


prayer may be conſidered, as one of 
che 


the means of inſpiring theſe affeQions, 
a form ſeems better calculated to an-„ 
ſwer that-purpoſe, in public aſſemblies, 

than exteinporary effuſions: for, in 
the extemporary way, the hearer (if 
he has any ſenſe of the nature and im- 
portance of prayer) maſt begin the 
duty with a trembling heart, and go 
through it with a continual diffidence, 
as he truſts it entirely to the diſere- 
tion of another man; ſometimes to a 
man that he never ſaw before, and al- 
ways to a man, who has not ſo much 
as calmly conſidered it himſelf. ' He 
muſt ohh ſuſpend his aſſent, when 
he is not ſatisfied of the propriety of 
the expreſſion; he muſt loſe the ſenſe, 


where the ſentence is intricate; and 9 


thro' the whole, be in perplexity, 
ſuſpicion, fear, and real danger. 
Whereas, u hen prayers are offered by 
a form, no word needs eſcape him, 
he underſtands every word, he per- 
ceives the. connection of every ſon- 
tence; and, let the miniſter's judg- 
ment be ever ſo weak, his learning 
ever — his manner of expreſſing 


himſelt Tat 
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bhinefelf Per plant his principles pe- 
nicigug, his paſſions cer ſa;kecn;add 
 This//party-prajudiees;Byendp:uinlent 
yet, in ſpite, of all cheſe, he offers 
rraſonable ſer vice, and breg thes forth 

the warm feelings of his fond, in fled 

N cent, devout, heart - aſfectling. and 
heart approved Prayers. This obe 
ſergyarion may, in a great meaſurt. 
obyiate the ſecond objection, l men 

that a form of prayer does not ſu 
much enliven the devotion of che 
| people bat I ebeg deave further to 
. sheryg, that they aho age, ultd- to 
| - worhip in the extemporary e Ways 
Fbannet he competent judges in. this 
k gaſe ; becauſe! they have not fairly 
Wade the experiment, hutireaſon on- 
. * ram ſpoculation. When they 
dap into a place where forms are 
ufed, they eme in -with-ſtroag:pre* 
jugdices, they are entire ſtrangers to 
thefonm, and are perplexed in all the 
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Pants: of it. alt happens. with them 
inſtals daſt, s it does with; men in 
every other thing, what they have not 
bean ae, appears ftranges 


Il! What 
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9 ignorant | th 
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ful diſtortions 7 che face, th 


prayer. But let a 8 of ſenfe and 
Fandor, 25 him f maſter of a 


5 oO 


form, and. try the experiment” 2 
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'have*choſen this method ; the chr 
Nian church univerſally uſed it till 
the fifteenth century, and indeed 
may be ſaid to do ſo at preſent ; for 
we make ſuch a ſmall part of the 
.catholick church, that our practice 
hardly deſerves to be conſidered as 
{RA exception. | 

I ſhall not dwell long upon the 
ſpeculative arguments that are offer- 
ed by either ſide, becauſe ingenious 
men will always find ſomething plau- 
Able to ſay, in defence of a practice, 
that anſwers their purpoſes. They 
.who uſe forms ſay, that their minds 
are free from all diſtraction and fear, 
and have nothing elle | to do but at · 
tend to the object of their pray ers, 
and maintain upon their minds, A 
conſtant and lively ſenſe gf the im- 
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ey are engaged, free from the care 
_of examining | every ſentence before 


they offer it as their petition; ſecure 
that no indecent or unchriſtian ex- 


n can mix with their devoti- 
. deing already ſatisfied of the 
Poor. 


4 
F 
i 
_ 
4 
; 
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Hey are of the buſineſs in which | 
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propriety, of the holz form. They - 
ſay, that the mind of man is not able 
to attend to many things at once 
and that in our Ways ef worſhip,” if 
the people offer a reaſonable ſervice;- 
they muſt examine every ſentenee, 
hear every word, and underſtand e- 
very word they hear; that they muſt 
remember what went before, if they” 
would conceive the cotinexion ; that 
51 they muſt unravel hat is expreſſed! 

ina perplexed manner; i they wo ue 
de. Pray with Judgment; and], in fine 
chat they muſt give their amen tc“ 
7 Þ their prayers with a more ſu 
examination of them, and a much 


: tents, than they would venture to ſet 
their ſubſcription” to an addreſs co 
their ſuperiors upon earth. 1 


1 We anſwer, that the novelty and 
2 variety of the expreſſion in our ex- 


temporary method, help to fix the 
mind and keep up the attention; they 
aſk us, Upon what is the mind fixr ? 
1 Upon the object and matter of our. 
5 prayers, or upon the novelty and va- 
e 5 * i riety 
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less perfect knowledge of their con- 
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| + * expreſſion? if we ſay, 5 
the, object and matter of our Prayers, 
they wl te l us, that there are in 


theſe, neither noyelty nor variety 


to aſſiſt us: becauſe our prayers are 
always addreſſed to that Being, WhO 
is the ſame to day, yeſterday, aud for euer. . 
and the matter of our prayers in pu- 
blic muſt always be nearly the fame: 


but if our minds be fixed upon the 


variety of the, expreſſion, or novelty 
of the phraſe, — ſay (and I fear 


they ſpeak truth) chat this is not pray - 


er, but mere amuſement; ſuch as 
che mind receives from muſic, a long, 


or an entertaining piece of hiſtory; 


that it might perhaps. prepare the 
mind for prayer, but is not prayer, 


any more than a ſermon is prayer. 


It is evident, that many of our mi- 


niſters are ſenſible chat their people 
attend only to the outward circum- 
ſtanees of their pray ers, and that the 
way to be popular is to tickle their 


ears with ſtrange ſounds, or pleaſe 


their eyes with antie geſtures; elſe 


wh! do Ae. of them affect ſuch an 


unmanly 


Mrxrierfts 0 Er BRB Kc. 18 
unmanly whiniis eckt? Why wife 
ſach dilnial bays: tones, and dra 
out their words to {dr an int odes- 
rate length” Or why do they affect” 
ſach dillortions in their faces? All che 
world will acknowledge, that theſt 
are neither necetlary nor uſetu] parts 
of prayer, "Cites 10 pleaſe the filly 
vulgar, who regard krtle' more thaw 


the ſound and cl cumſtances of our 


7 C * 


prayers. 
But whatever wi clit may be inthe 
ſpeculative acguments upon either 
ide, Expericnce, and matter of fact, 
are Fark agaln(t us; for they chat 
ſay, that einm of prayer enliven de- 
votion, ſeem, by a certain deceney 
obſervable among them in time of 
ſervice, to confirm what they ſay ; 


while the viſible inattentfon, and in- 


difference of our congregations, flatly 


_ contradict our arguments ; and prove 


to the very ſenſes, that our'extzmpo- 
rary prayers do not enliven our de- 
votions. In aſfemblies where forms 
are uſed there is, at leaſt, che ap- 
pearance of devotion, and an air of 
3 {criouſneſs 
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fiouſcs None of them are ſeen M1 
ſleeping in time of ſervice, few of 


them gazing about them, not one of 55 
them ever preſumes (unlels in a caſe J _, 
of abſolute neceſſity) to remove till n 
the whole ſervice be ended; and they h 
ſrequently meet in public for the G 
buſineſs of prayer, which “ Mr For- 10 
dyce juſtly complains we never do, Fad 
and feems to think that it would be || oh 


very diff cult to perſuade our people 1 
to it. Thus the practice of thoſe, 
who uſe forms of prayer, proves to me 1 he 
more effectually, than all the ſpecu · 
lative arguments | that can be offered; || ,, 
that they have an higher opinion of | 
the great duty of public prayer, feel 
a greater pleaſure from it, or are ſome 
way or, other more affected by It, 
than' our people are. Whereas in 
our aſſemblies there is not fo much 
as the air of devotion, not even the 
outward appearance of ſeriouſneſs, 
and attention ; many are ſleep- 
ing more nt. about om, and 
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all of them 1 berray à viſible impatiente 
fill prayer is over, that they may be enter- 


| tained with ſomerhing more to thr liking; 


when ſermon 1 is over; do we not fee. 


them remoye in crowds, though one 


half of our ſervice, and that the moſt 
ſolemn half, ſtill remains? Perhaps it 

may be thought, that this not a fair 
account of the matter, and that 1 
miſrepreſent things. Will you be- 
lieve your own brethren ? They ſhall 
vouch what I have ſaid, let us firſt 
hear Mr Bennet's report of the devo- 
tion of our brethren in England 
* That careleſs air, ſays he, which _ 


ſits upon the face of a congregation, 


when engaged in prayer, ſhews how | 


little they know of the matter, and 
how few ſeriouſly join in public and 
ſolemn prayer ; fome gaze about. 
them, others fall aſleep others fix 
their eye, it may be, on the miniſter, 
and are affected with what he ſays; » 
but 158 050 only hear him pray, .” | 
and are | 


ved with the prayer, jolt - 


* Edification by public inſtitutions · | | 
t bos rr ras prayer, pags.an2e: 2 


e 
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. lemn. lervice ; 5 in xeality, there is no 


8. they hear ſermons, and are moved 
thereby q a moſt lively picture of our 
public worſfüp | )---- I muſt profeſs. to 

vou, ſhould the enemies of our Way 
..of warſhip be preſent to obſerve us, 
there is nothing I ſhould. be ſo much 

zaſhamed of, as gur exceeding care- 
leſs, irreverent, indevout manner of 
joining in public prayer.” So far 

Mr Bennet bears witneſs to th e Want 

af devotion. in cangregations in En- 

lang, where exten PRO, Prayers 

Are pled. Let us now fee if this way 

of worſhip has any better ſuccels, or 

chappier effects amongſt. ushere ip$cot- 
land. Alas, it is everywhere the fame 

_ nanatural, ... unreafonable, lifeleſs 

ching. Let. Mr Fordyce ſpeak for the 

Scotch congregations. I doubt not 

my barg (ſpeaking. to che clergy) 

but you bave frequentiy oblerved, 
hen the miniſter of God has been 


| addreſſing: him in the name, and as 


the mouth. of the people: the great- 


eſt part af chem (hem to he doing any 
thing, rather than Joining in the 10 


exereiſe 
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6xexciie,of, W en nature, which 
the: generality, ſeem to, regard {g 


little, ar to attend ſo nale, ſeem, i 
did L ſay, the expreſſion. 1 18 much tg 
| techle, their inſenſibility, their f irre- 


verence, in this reſpect, are from the 


whale: of. their, deportment, moſt 


ſhameful; Y. diſtinguiſhable and fla- 
grant.“ * If this be true, as indeed 
it is the very ruth, I may; be allowed | 
to add, that it is, moſt ſhamefully im- 
pudent in us. to alledge, that forms 
of prayer deaden the deyotion.. of 
che people, and that dur extemparar, 
ry method enlivens it, The little 
reſpect, nay, viſible Aan that 
our people ſhew. of public. prayers, 
prove more clearly, than all ſpecula- 
tive arguments that can be ; offered, 
that our preſent way of worſhip, is 5 
very ill calculated for enlivening the. 
devotions of the people. Lhave pro- 


ved by. two unexceptionable witneſ⸗ 


ſes, and had it been conſiſtent with, 
the. brevity l propoſed, PIG ae 


1 by _ inticutions. 
ig o edles 
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produced many more, to prove, that 
our devotion is not only dead, but 


0 wants even all appearance of Hife. In 
nuòuth it needs no proof, for every | Þ 
| Sunday will ſhew that we wanratten- {i 


tion and reverence,tothismoſt impor- 
tant duty ; and every impartial heart 
will tell its owner, (if he underſtands 
the nature of prayer) that it is very 
difficult to join our public worſhip, 
as it is at preſent performed; that it 
is impoſhble to do it rationally ; that 
it cannot be attempted without great 
3 * and that, in fact, he does it 
very ſeldom, and even then in A ve- 
ry faint and lifeleſs manner. 
 Allowme next to confider the third 
objection offered againſt” forms of 
prayer, I mean, that the wants of a 
congregation cannot be ſo fully ex- 
preſſed in that way as by the extem- 
porary method. This objection ſup- 
& poſes, that a number of the moſt 
Learned and pions men of the age 
(lor ſuch I imagine would be em- 
ployed) deliberately compaſing a 
BM wud R 
= matter 
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matter of it, frequently reviewing the 
whole, furniſhed with all the anti- 

ent and modern licurgies, directed 
by all that has been written on the 
ſubject, and aſſiſted by every one 
that. wiſhes well to religion and. vir- 
tue; are more likely to omit ſome 
neceſſary petition, than a ſingle per- 
{oa perhaps ot very indifferent talents, 
and, a very moderate education, truſt- 
lng. entirely to an extemporary in- 
vencion, and to his own memory, 
The man Who can ſuppoſe this, hard- 
ly deſerves to be reaſoned with; for, 


it is evident, that in the firſt caſe, 


our prayers will be brought as near 
perfection as poſſible; and that, in 
the ſecoud, many things muſt be o- 


mitted, many injudiciouſly expreſſed, 


many needleſsly repeated, and the 
whole tinctured with weaknefs, pa aſe 
ons,and partyprinciples of theſpeaker, 
and that his'beſt performances will b* 
as much inferior to a general form 
prayer, as he himſelf is in diſcretion 
learning and judgment,to the greakel 
men that have wrote upon the ſubject; 
3 aud 
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and to a number of men of tlie beſt 
hearts, and calmeſt abled heads; 
con vened to compoſe the form. The 
wants, and conſequently, the matter 
il of the Petitions of a chriſtian con- 
gregation, muſt in the main be al- 
FF Ways the lame; they will at all times 
have ſins to confeſs, ſtill have need 
to aſk pardon, and to implore the di- 
vine grace to direct their thoughts, 
words and actions; it will ever be 
their duty to pray for all ranks of 
men, Oc. If any general calamity 
ſhould happen, ſuch as, war, famine, 
or peſtilence, proper forms may be 


aa re 
- * —_ — — 2 1 1 
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It might be: more for the honour of 
our religion, and decency of our 


the particular circumſtances ſo much 
as we do. It is needleſs to deſcribe 

the diſeaſe to an omniſcient God; 
moſt caſes of this nature might be 
comprehended under the general 
names of ſickneſs and diſtreſs; but if 
it be thought proper to deal with God 
Almighty as we do with an ordinary 
doctor, 


Yrovided ; in private caſes, perhaps 


worſhip, that we did not deſcend to 


MIVIsT ENS EI Rede ec. 464 ® 


cate, too dangerous and difficult an 


dodor,/atidlay the caſt before Mt ut 
fall length, methods maybe found to 
indulge the humm of ehe clergy,in tin 
reſpect, without lexwing our whole 
worſhip to their diſcretion, and put 
ting all our piiblic petitions in their 


Der neon! 
'Shonld*the (pifirvialieondition f 
a congregation becaltered if it poſt 
ſibly canbalter'ſo moch, that the e- 
{-blifhed? form eorid® not compre- 
hend the taſe, Which in my humble 
opinion, cannot happenef the form 

be well comßoſed) let thi pre ſbytery, 
ſynod, or cbmmiffioh of the aſfembly 

be applied to, aud the caſt being 
calmiy conſidered, its nature and 
tendeney deliberately examined, and 
its truth and certainty aſtertained; 
let a form of prayer be compoſedFiit- 
able to the caſe: but tlus is too deli- 


affair to be truſted to the diſcretion, 
or capacity of any one clergyman; 
for weakneſs or villany, in this reſpect. 
has more than once diſhonoured our 
public prayers, with the groſſeſt en- 

| Four thuſiaſm ; 
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e, ; perverted them to alen, ve- 


ry bad purpoſes, and expoſed the 
moſt ſolemn. part of our ſervice, as 
well as religion itſelf, to the ridicule 
of infidels.. 

In a word, the ordinary w wants 2 0f a A 
chriſtian congregation may,nay, muſt 


be more fully expreſſed by a form 
of prayer, than by ex tempore effuſi- 


ons; and extraordinary caſes, after 
they are diſcovered and examined, 
may eaſily be provided for, and it is 


not only poſlible, but very eaſy, to 


provide for all caſes, that ought to 
be particularly mentioned in our pu- 
blic prayers, in the firſt compoſition 
of them. But to prevent all wrang- 
ling upon this ſubject (and if poſſible) 
to content the moſt ſelf-ſufficient 
clergyman, let there be a proper 
place in this propoſed form of pray- 


er. where the miniſter may have li- 


berty to pray for all extraordinary 
caſes, in what words he thinks pro- 
per. It is better, that a ſmall part of 
our worſhip, be expoſed to the indiſ- 
cretion, ignorance and paſſions of 


the 


* % 


the parſon, than that the wholeſhould 
the be liable, as it is at preſent, to be 
Amade the property of faction, to be 
ule I tinctured with the prejudices and 

Ivhimſical opinions of every private 
miniſter, and offered upon the per- 
nicious principles of the deiſt, or 
the 1 mos notions . the en- 
chuſiaſt. Gi 

I ſhall not dwell way upon 1 
laſt objeftton, I mean, that forms of 
1 prayer are unlawful, becauſe; I be- 
to lieve, it never will be offered by men 
to of ſenſe or learning; and it is loſing 
pur time and pains, to reaſon with ſuch! 
ion as are deſtitute of both. I ſhall only 
18” beg leave to obſerve, that they who 
le) | fay, that forms of prayer are unlaw- 
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Nt ful, in fact, fay, that God'Almighty 


Per esmmanded, that our Saviour at- 
ay” tended, uſed, and taught his diſciples 
li- an unlawful way of worſhip; for that 

i he did ſo, I have proved already; 
ro, and our own directory for public 
| of worſhip acknowledges, that Our 
lil. Lord's s prayer is not only à pattern 
of or 8 but itſelf a moſt compre» 
he 5 benſive 


mia. 


U 


exhortation, and I fear, very often, 


the other alterations have been ae 
mag 
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eee Here I. vannot help 
obierviug, wich regret, that whether 
our directory directs well, there our 
clergy have deſpiſed our, directary ; 


_ for: inſtance, it; recommends, that the 


Lord's prayer be uſed in our public 
worſhip; that ordinarily a, chapter 
out of each Teſtament be read at. e- 
very meeting; the firſt is neglected 


by moſt, and the laſt by all of. them. 


It directs, that our worſhip begin 


with prayer, but now it begins with 
praiſe; that the miniſter, before 


worſhip, ſhall ſolemnly exhort the 


people to the worſhipping, of the 


great name of God; but at preſent, 
we ruſh into a very ſolemn part of 
worſlüp, withour. a word ot previous 


without a ſerious thought. It is ea: 
y to find out the reaſon, why the 
Lord's prayer, and the reading of 


the Scriptures, have been juſtled out 


of our ſervice ; they have been forced 


aut, to make room for maſs John's 


more maſterly performances ; but Why 
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dhe clergy who. direct all things. 
can only tell. o them I leave at, 
and: veſuma my ſubject. I forms are 
unlawful, we areunlawtally; baptized, 
far that yy Rot WB and all 
the: extemporary prayers, which we 
uſe. upon that aceaſian; aro not eſſan 
tial te the fagrement, and are ad- 
thens of men. We adminiſter the 
Lend's fapper in an unlawful man 
ner, for we; do it by a form I means 
the: wonds of. the. firſt inſtitution z we 


un laws bleſſing ? fon one ob the 
lawn farms, with which the ag,. 
aonalude thoin eꝑiſſſes. is alas uſatt 

vpon that occaſian ſn that nothing 3 
aan ha more. in vonſiſtant with inge 
BAY: — 

to Cry; Qui againſt forms a when the 


qur-religion aughwartkipere patfarninh s 
ad im that way ;aad-whonaie acobers =» 
| baptize,. non communinazecnen hien 
dur congrogatien; im a lawful: ways: 
ualaſe lavies inland Ape GY 


= * 
7 2 HR 


1 "0 ma 5 L ER „ „ 114 


beni ye prayer. Here I,cagnothelp 
obſerving. wich regret, that whether 
our directory: directs well. there gar 
clergy have deſpiſed our, directuryʒ 


| for initanee, it; recommends, chat the 


Lord's prayer be uſed in our public 


worſhip; that ordinarily a, chapter 


out of each 'Leſtament be rad at e- 
glec ted 


very meeting; the firſt is ne 
by moſt, and che laſt by: all cf them. 
It, directs, that our worihip begin 
with prayer, but now it begins wich. 
praiſe; that the miniſter, before 
worſhip; ſhall. ſolemnly exhort the 


great natue of Cod; but at preſent, 
we ruſh into a very ſolemn part of 
worſhip, without. a'word-oh previous 
exhortation, and I fear, very often, 
witheut a ſerious thought It is, ear 
y to find out the reaſon, why the 
Lord's prayer, and the reading of. 
the Seriptures. have been juſtled: out 
ef our ſervice ; they have been forced 
aut, to make room for maſs John's, 
more maſteriy performances ; but Wh 


* alterations DAE been e 


the 


people to the, worſhipping, of the 
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ate: clergy Who direct all bhinigs, C 
can only tell. Fo them I leavcyat, 
and veſume my fhbject if. forms are 
walamful, we areuniawtally baptized, 
far that is done by: a form, and ali 
the: extenpaorary prayerse which we 
r | uſe upoathat.accaſian; aro!norelſan- 
tiab te the ſaorement, and art addi- 
thens of mem We adminiſter the 
Lend's ſanper in an unlawful man- 
nor, for we; do it by a form Im, 
ther words of. che firſꝭ inſtitution 2 we 
ere diſmiſſadaveryL rds day with an 
unlanfal bleſſing; fon one oh tbe 
oem farms, with which the; ages 
aonaluda thoin epiſſies: is al as utt 
vpon that occaſian-; ſa-thas nothing _— 
aan ba: more. igponifient with inge: 
——— 
—— — When thes * | 
— — — —  O— 4 
| brptine;.nen communinatecnen hene 
s, | aur: congrogtien; ima lawful: ways: 
unlaſo forma . Re 


= * * * 
* * : 
1 ' my | 5 
* , * 
. * 
- a , 4 * 
a . - : F ; 


- — , 


” am TER 
”  Fthings in the deſbmanner;unleſs de- 
Aug them by a fo m be the beſt. 
But further, If forms of prayer = % 
not acceptable to God, and an uſe- 
ful way of worſhip for ourſelves, we 
; grolsly: offendevery time that we meet 
in church; for, it is impoſſible to 
ming cighteen or twenty lines of a 
plalm,. but we offer ſome important 
Petition by a form, and ſome pſalms | * 
might be pointed out, that are almoſt 
continued prayers; ſo that unleſs . | | 
we, will affirm, that our rayers are .© 
acceptable to God, and uſeſul to 
dufſelyes when they are ſung; but o- 
therwiſe when: they are ſaid by a 
form, we muſt allow, that we are 
inconſiſtent yith ourſelves, when we 
ery out againſt forms 3 and that our 
0 miniſter. impoſe upon us, when they 
238 Ppirit ug uf againſt that way of wor- - 
* hip, thas they 2 have the better 


9 
* 


ele ern manner, and bo mx 
ien Ran * 


4 


able, hat good reaſon can be given, 


an tempore in our names, as well as f- 


| Len es palm, as we can de 


our brethren, for many 
warmly inſited — it, chat che 


8 poſed, that we ſhoukl ſing as well as 


tion chat public-worthip in the ret 


* Mt 
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rx ien n Er FYhe] &e. wt "MY 
- If:extemporary worſhip be preſpe- 


why the miniſters do nat ſing palme 


rextemporary prayers For we are 
as much cbncerhed to jain in che 
Aaſt as in the firſt; a blunderin the ono, 


"3-48 dangerous as in the other, ant 


e vould as well ga along with him 
onr hearts, when we ſung, au er 
When bir 


Kun er nnpere proyer. This inn 
ency-in; our worihip;- has. not 
entirely efraped the obſenutiom of * 
of them have 


Spirit of Cu it S ai⁰, by ling hs i ü 
YHſalias f Dawid und therefore hE,ew 


pray, ex tempores and ſupon the fappo- * 


temporary way s moit rational, they 
were certainly in the right; for no 


N good reaſons can be given for . 
| Jog God by forms det win cans. be 5 


* 


22 gun the daft, that wil 


Aunſtance, if werfuy; chat praying tb 
ud ſby forms deadens che devotion 
4 boo cthe people” fo WII 


Spirit, fd muſt forms of praiſe. 
Forms of prayer eannot expreſs all 
the wants of achriſtian congr on, 
either will forms of praiſe oon 

hend all the cauſes, for which a Chri- 
Tia oon 


unt worſhüp. If forms of prayer be 


forms 6hpraie, becauſe,” as I obſerv- 
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Seppehrz- weren perten wor 
. Hip Was more acceptable to God, 
TS 
And uſeful to ourſelves, no man in a 
L 3, — 8 N 
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Hot be a ſtrong againſt the firſt; for 


praiſing Rin 

by forme tod. If forms of pruyer 
- reſtrain the influences of the Holy 
i E 


gregation may have reaſon 
* praiſe - God eſpecially; ds the 
ſLorms we whe, were compoſed ſeve- 
Tubftheefund yeurs age, and ealeu- 
RE for the Jewiſh religfon 


E Hide ful in 'themſctves, ſo muſt dur 
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ed before; ey EVER yu: 
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mains, - 


our pre- 


that they pray ex tempore by 


ſetit method; for, if they pra in 


the words of the miniſter, (and In 
nis word they muſt pray, if they joſh - 


t all in public wortkip) they are as 


much confined to a form as any o- 
ther people for example, if che mi- 
aſter Tas,” Me/i- grar]u]̃ God, Jos 
w our ſths, preſerve ws from danger; un 


—— che pwöple 33 


repeat theſe words. eicher in cheir 
minds, or with their months, or 


both, it is evident, that they pray s | 


wearh 


by a form, as if the prayer had 


been compoſeda thoufand yearsago; © 


in GR, it is impoſſible for a congre- 
gation to join in worſhip, other ways 


Wen by forms wnd al e es 
is, that we worſhip by à form, vin 
which we ure entirety anacquainted'; - 


a form chat we have never ſeen nor 
examined -before; a form, that is 


truſted to the-diſcretion ai ability - 
of the ** for * * 


ON which 


* p 
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666 grep ow Gch eddp/the- Urnen Ur 
it but the parſon. Our laity are mot 
Rgrolsly miſtaken, if they i 


and 
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which ee dere 
dude read over, nor examiged, yen 
in the ſlighteſt manner. It is hard 
to determine, Mhether his preſump- 
tion, in putting a forme pt, prayer 
ate, our mouths, chat he, has maker 
examined, or our complaiſance zin 
uſipg a form, that er Weiner 
* aur miniſter have eyer once read 
Ver, is malt, upaccountable.. . But 
that either he-or. we. W 
„that to worſhip Gd in chis-manger, 
15 molt. rational for us, rm oft ag © 
ceptable to him, is ſuch an inſtane 
of the ſtrength ol pre judice, and äh 
effects of education, as man could 
have thought poſſible haddt not heen 
proved by experience. For, in fact 
it is to imagine, that our worſhip f 18 
the more rational, the more we are 
ſtrangers to the words and matter of 
gur prayers, and, the leſs acceſs, we 
have, to fatisfy ourſelves. of the pro- 
priety of our petitions, and the 
more confidence we repols in ano- 
* Pike: in n 52 ballen 
hat our r warlip vi be 6 more 
ee 5 acceptable 
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acceptable to the Deity, cet: 


and pains chat is taken about he 


words er matter of it by the parſbin 
or the people and that our prayerd 
will be ſo much the ſooner heard, 
the lefsithan ce" they have to be e. 
preſſed in proper words, or to con- 
ſiſt of pious and reaſdnable petitions? 

We may ſometimes have a better, or 
worſe form, according tothe judg- 

ment and capacity f the miniſter 

but we muſt always have a very de- 
fective one, and our very beſt form 
muſt be as far inferior to a national. 
well compoſed lieurgy, as the learn- 
ing, judgment and memory, of one 


man, is to the abilities, and calm re- 


flectiom of a number of the moſt 
—— and judicious men of the 
I muſt conſeſs, that I have of- 


1 indignation, the par- 


ſon pulling out his papers for the ſers: 
mon, when hie truſted the prayer to 


his invent and memory; not that: 


I'have prejudice againſt reading of 
ſermons, or am not convinced that 


it is the beſt method, unleſs the mi- 


n E 


I my is - 
naüiſter 50 's man of extraordinary 
parts, of extenſive learning. and 
bleſſed with a very goed, memarys 
but that I look! upan it as an afnont 
affered to God, and the ongregation, 
and very abſurd in this inſtance, ay 
it ſhews, chat the miniſter is JG con- 

. cerned, about the propriety and ger 
eeney of his addreſs to his God, then 
to his poople; and that he id more 
afraid of a blunder. in his ſermon. 
than in his 5 F, At laaſt. that 
be thinks, either that miſtake in tha 
laſt, is of leſs cenſequence than in tha 
firſt; or that it is an eaſier matter 
to pray, than to preach: wall; J own. 
that he has reaſan to believe, that 
any thing like a prayer will paſs wich, 
the: bulk of the people, beeauſa in 
truth, thay do- not regard it much: 
ſhew, that ho is as eareleſs about the 
matter, and words of their pray ers, 
they are thetuſelves : #4 that be: 
takes more care and pains; to; pleaſe: 
ha * big es ba. to —— 
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their pray ers in a, goncife. and proper ©: | 
manner, e 16 iel bus 29g 
Lhave osten heard che, members 


ok gur church, Nhe the difficulties, 


and danger of, 0un. preſent, way - 


worſhip haye been faigly laid. before 


them, 22 themiclyes, by ing, We 
car mel ot our miniſters hadi form 
of; praxer, hich they uſeq. and vun 
Which, by length of time, heir * | 
ple, became. very well, acquainted, T 
belicye, it may be true, that moſt f 
them naturally fall into Fe be but. 
it we will believe themſelkes, (and 
they certain know belt) it is rather 
by chance than by deſign, and of 


conſequence, more by good; luck,.. | 


than good management, or much 
care, if the form they fall into be a 


good one. However, it is here grant- 


cd, chat the worſhipping. God 208. 2, 


form, is not only lawful and, reaſon- | 


able, but alſo neceſlary ; ; and, if, this. > 


be the caſe, why ſhould not our wore. 5 


ſhip be rendered uniform, by an eſta 
bliſhed general, form of prayer: why, 


ſhould ; it not be brought as near per- 


Q  beftion 


poiety and learning of our ableſt*nmi-: 
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|” — by the judgrnemt, 


_  nfter PP bther members of olir 


church; N 


ty. chat ( ay examine and approve 


of nt is the parſonꝭs form ſuch a feerer, 


tllar wi may not ſee and examine it 
for durfetwes? is it any advautage to 


ou worſhip, that he may alter, eur- 
tail, ornehfäarge it, as his paſſions or 
prejudites chance tddtrect, and Warp 


into His form, any whimfical opini- 


nions that he chances to embrace? 


We muſt, not withſtanding ofhis form, 


go to the church with a trembling 


heart, as we know not but fome mi- 


nilter may officiate,” 'whoſt form of 


prayen we never have heard; our 


own miniſter may have chan ged his, 


or ſome unlucky and indecent peti- 
Tion may be thrown-in; as he has it 
\ If His power to do as he | 
t che ſume time, 
oat” our miniſters, 

_ ©ompoir, and eee. a form 
| of 


pleaſes. 
2t- -18 * true, 
who carefully 


— 


conferring/together upon the 
ſubje&t?! why heul not this form of 
prayer be eo˙m⁰mſunizeated to the lai- 
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Inter rns 4 PI, "Acc. any 4 
of * 949 do as much enen 5 
Jan 42 worſtrip pure -ah@oarteriah..”. 
and to athft+the!devorions:of:mheir + 
people; and therefore deferve their 
eſteem and thanks; but yev it is e. 
dent, that theſe private furtus h 
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ans great chanbee of being t6-fulland 
FE pexrtect ; and that they have but fer 

of the advantages of a general e“ 
* bliſhed form of prayer, and m any df 1 


the difadvantagesof che ctempor d «i 
Fe methed,';. bod ve ni gent Tongs: 

Ib nas been oftenargeth, bn dbfence 
I of er emport publir prayers, that che 
Fe apioſtles uſed that way. of worfhip. M | 


F rhoy did fo, they: did moro chan their 
q Maſter: cither taught them,” or gave 


tllem an example of, as fur as we cat 
I judge. But ſuppoſing, chat it wN 0, 
| proved {which)it has mot yt bees 
and I doubt, nd ver will be) chat be 
| apoſtles uſed extemporary pubs 
prayer, Lam ufrtid, 'we ſnialb nb 
abl e to- infer from thence, tha at 
miniſtors fhiotid pray ue, r 9 
eee 7 7 
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Txettion of their public worſhip, un- 


1 8 Jes it could be allo proved, that eve- 
ry one of them is directed by immiedi- 


ate inſpiration. I have often bluſh- 


ed for our miniſters, when I have 


heard them urge this argument, as it 
is ſo weak, and inconcluſive in itſell, 
and betrays fo much preſumption and 


 Celf ſufficiency: in them; for, in fact, ic 


is putting our preſent miniſters upon 


a level wich the apoſtles. Some days 


ago, I was paſling by bedlam, and ob- 


ſerved one of its wretched inhabitants 


wreſtling with a great iron gate ; I 


aſked him, what he was about tHe 


told me with an air of importance, 


that his name was Sampſon, and that 


he meant to carry up that gate to the 


top of an oppoſite hill; as his name- 
' ſake did the gates of Gaza. I did not 


ſtay taconvince him.that Sampſon was 
endued witk miraculous ſtrength; 
dut I could not help thinking, that 
there Was a great refemblance- in his 
way of reaſoning, on rather running 
mad, to the ö 


yo. | the 
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the apoftles wore ended with mira- c 

culous gits, as much ſuperior to the 

abilities of out preſent miniſters, as 
Sampſon's ſtrength was to that of the 
poor betlamite : they lived in an age 

ve in which (miraculous gifts, by the 
it | goodneſs of God, were common in 

It, the church; but in our time, there is 

d nothing miraculous, unleſs it he the 

ic ſelf-ſufficiency: aid preſumption of 
m | the clergy, in taking upon them to 
ys | offer an extemporary addreſs to their 

Maker; and each of them claimiug a 

ts | right to make a Whole pariſh pray as 
1 be pleaſes, and the abſurd confidence 

ſe | repoſed-in them by the laity,y "ant 


=” 


„ | the tame ſubmiſſion, by which they 
it fſuffer every man, that chances to H 
e their pulpits, to manufacture and 


mix up their prayers: as he chuſts. 
Theſe, indeed, are miraculous things, 
ſuch as no age, no country, no reli- 
gion, ever produced examples of; 
and it is ſtill more ſurprizing, that the 
clergy themſelves (as D have proved + 
before) ſee, and publiſh to the world. 
a E 
| | 9 5 
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l and ithe moſt learned ant 
© GenbGble part of the laity feel andiac- 
knowledge; that it is very difficult 
and dangerous for them to, qoin in 
it, as it is performed at preſent ; and 
Vet that none of our clergy have com- 

pPoaſſion and humility to propoſe, nor 

an af the laityreſolution to demand 
change ; hut that all of them fir down 

With an abſurdand dangerous way of 
worſhip, introduced, partly by neceſ· 
ity. and partly by enthufiaſm, in the 
diſtracted days of our re formation; diſ— 1 P 
approvetiiof by our ableſt reformers, r 

from the beginning; ag:witnefs! John 
 {kmox, who compoſed and uſed a form 
bo fi prayer) and only approved ot aud 

pported by the ſilly ignorant vu 
gar; Who have ſo little knowledge, 
either of the nature, or importance 
of prayer, that they would not give 5 ; 
themſelves the trouble to gato church, 
unleſs it were tothear a ſermon z1and 
by the turhulqut and (elf ffficient | 
Part of tha clergy, hö find, that it 
Sies cbemca fair opportunity to % | 
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ſürute bur Worſftiip to their u 
o- fondneſs for popularity. That the. 
It mob, Who place great merit in heat 
in ing many ſermons, and'think preach- 
d | ingithe —— important. part of ub. 
lic worſhip, ſhould be fen of our. ply J 
: preſent method, is no wonder at all £7 
for our extemporary effuſtons act r. 
ther ſermons than prayers. It id ma- 
tural too, for the ambitious, enthufi-* ' 
aſtical, and libertine part of our o 
gy, to be warmly ättacheck to gur 
preſent way of worſhip ; it moſt effee- bs 
F tually anſwers their ſeveral purpoles x! 4 
it affords'the ambitions: a' large field 
for diſplaying their popular talent, 
and an excellent opportunity to freachy 'Y 
themſelves it gives: onthuſiaſts and bs 4 
bertines fair ſcope to vent their whithe* ' 
ſical and pernicious principles. I 
deed, nothing can be better calculat-" 
ed, for E epogating ſedition, hereſy,z" 
enthuſiaſm and get bert ile, 0 
our preſent way of worſhip, ſince e? 
| very miniſter has the compoſition of, 
moſt of it, and. the choice and ma- * 
— 1o, har it 1% 5 
e . 1 1 | 
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8 —— of wan dont They Rare nir 
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Wok barc{hips and dangers, to which they are ex a 
| "prefent fworthip 3 and. (think 1 have 21 it 2 
| I - © vious, hat Me pteſent method — 


venlencies and eminent dunger to 1s poor fa men 
mzewife bopt, eee e ten fas 
2 A 0 — b methbds, 
2 go.” "a: — e e 'of / eb 9965 fo 
8, 2 holy: hade, without petpieiity, Te gr er daß ef. Gi 
caſe continues 35 it is, our churches may indeed 7 g 
d by thoſe, who have not ſents to ſer their danyer, dak at- 
Eee oppolite prideiplen y 
F des made to pray;perions. who have N ain alltheir 
ö lives reflefted upon the bature and importance uf prayer,and” 
doe to church, partly becauſe it je the cuflow,orarmpſiite. 
hear a ſermon; but thy who configer the nature and impor- - 
tapes of public 5 0 re chufe, K a thing of fo. 
juence, to ndfolded and led wy the par 
. all hymility and due deference, I ſubmit the paſo 
* copfideration, mare emenſ ve fearning, aud better 


ment, zud to the gandid nub ek all e 
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